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Making your 
vote count 



By Jo Duckies 



CHRISTIANS are being called on 
to make their voices heard in the 
General Election. 

As churches across 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire organise 
hustings, Bishop John has sent 
out a pastoral letter to clergy, 
outlining some of the issues 
Christians might want to consider. 

“The gap between the richest 
and poorest in society is still 
widening and therefore we must 
be alert to policies which endan- 
ger those struggling with debt or 
unemployment,” he wrote. “If 
Christians are following their 
Lord they will give a voice to the 
voiceless who carry little clout 
politically and are not organised 
to make an impact on political 
agendas. Fair treatment for 
asylum seekers is part of this - 
and isn’t ‘sanctuary’ a better 
term to use than ‘asylum’?” 

He said: “When politicians 
speak from the heart about the 
alleviation of global poverty I am 
always impressed. If they came 
into politics because of a 
concern for justice, they will be 
sharing many agendas with the 
Church.” 

Bishop John said he wanted to 
reaffirm the political process. 
“Everyone has been demoralised 
by the scandals about MPs’ 



expenses - not least MPs them- 
selves. He said that while there 
was serious work to be done in 
repentance and reform, no one 
was helped by cynicism. 

He added: “Not many of the 
constituencies in the Diocese of 
Oxford are marginals and there- 
fore key battle grounds for the 
election, but our concern is a 
deeper one and that is to have 
people we trust and respect 
representing us in Parliament. 
We will be voting for a person as 
well as for a government. May 
God give us the integrity and wisdom 
we will be asking of them.” 

The Revd Glyn Evans, 
Diocesan Rural Officer, has 
produced a paper, encouraging 
rural congregations to engage 
with the issues. He states: 
“According to a recent survey by 
the Commission for Rural 
Communities, 48 per cent of 
rural people feel that policy 
makers ignore the needs of their 
local area. Rural Christians have 
a voice which they can use on 
behalf of rural communities and 
the work of rural churches.” 
Approximately 40 per cent of 
the population of Oxfordshire, 
35 per cent of Buckinghamshire, 
1 1 per cent of Milton Keynes and 
21 per cent of Berkshire are clas- 
sified as rural communities. See 
ruralofficerdiooxford.blogspot 
.com/ for more information. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 




How many clergy can you fit 
in a portaloo? 



Call to action: Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard, is pictured with local clergy outside Oxford’s New 
Road Baptist Church, raising awareness of the plight of 
those who have no access to water or sanitation as Christian 
Aid Week approaches. 

For the full story, see page three. 
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Prayer & reflection 



Entering the mystery 




As Pentecost approaches 
Martyn Percy reflects on the 
mystery portrayed in Rublev’s 
The Trinity. 

T here is nothing in scripture 
that explicitly links together, 
in the phrase of the song- 
writer Don Maclean, ‘the 
three men I admire the most, 
the Father Son and Holy Ghost’. The 
Christian doctrine of the Trinity was 
arrived at slowly and painfully over a 400 
year period. 

Here was something that was glimpsed 
by the first generation of Christians, but 
only dimly. The Trinity is one of the cor- 
nerstones of Christian faith - yet the 
word never appears in the Bible. 
However, the scantiness of scriptures on 
the subject of the Trinity is an important 
key in coming to terms with the truth of 
the Trinity. For the true and deep 
Christian response to the mystery of the 
Trinity is not theology or philosophy, but 
worship. The complexity of the doctrine 
points beyond itself. God cannot be 
seen; his nature is hidden; truth is only 
dimly perceived. 

And this is what we see in Rublev’s pow- 
erful ikon. Entitled The Hospitality of 
Abraham , it was painted in the early 15th 
century, at a time when it was forbidden 
to portray any divine image. So Andrej 
Rublev painted a picture, apparently, of 
Abraham entertaining the angelic 
strangers who are featured in Genesis 18: 
1-15. But the picture is clearly not that; it 
is a representation of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, and the clues are all there. 
All three characters wear blue robes - the 
colour that symbolises divinity. They sit 
around a table, but in a circle. All three 
hold staffs, symbolising their divine 



authority. All three sit in a kind of 'open 
circle'. 

The Father is to the left, and behind 
him the ‘many rooms’ of his house John. 
14: 2). He is also the most mysterious of 
the three characters - his divinity (repre- 
sented by the blue robe) more shrouded 



than the others. He appears to be look- 
ing directly at the figure on the far right. 

Jesus sits at the centre of the table. We 
know it is Jesus, because his gaze is on the 
father; he is ‘robed’ in divinity (blue); the 
fingers of his right hand bless the chalice 
of wine at the table, and the tree behind 



him is a reference to both Calvary and 
the tree of life. 

The Holy Spirit is furthest to the right, 
and behind him are rocks springing with 
water - symbolising both baptism and the 
Spirit. His eyes gaze past the chalice to 
the curious rectangle that is just visible 
on the side of the table, and with a crude 
bed drawn inside it. 

‘This is a deep and profound 
invitation to communion 
with God.’ 



So what is this curious rectangular 
space that Rublev has drawn, in the cen- 
tre of his ikon? It is in fact a vacant cata- 
comb; a grave. He is saying to the viewer, 
you have a place at table with God, in life 
and in death. This is your reserved space 
to eat and drink with God, Christ and the 
Spirit. Indeed, the Spirit will raise you to 
life (which is why the grave is empty) . 

Casual viewers would never see this 
meaning in the ikon. But it is there if you 
look carefully and prayerfully. This is a 
deep and profound invitation to com- 
munion with God; to feast at the table of 
the Trinity in the Eucharist. 

And when you begin to glimpse the 
truths in this picture, they start to change 
not only how you live your life, and how 
you prepare for death; but how you wor- 
ship now. Here Rublev tells us that we 
shall all enter into the mystery of the 
Trinity in the end. In the meantime, let 
us put all conceptualisation and theology 
of the Trinity to one side, just for the 
moment. And come, let us worship. 

Revd Canon Professor Martyn Percy is 
Principal of Ripon College, Cuddesdon and 
the Oxford Ministry Course. 



May prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



The following is for guidance only. Please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 



Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

Sat 1 Reading deaf church: clergy 
Roger Williams. 

Mon 3 Caversham St Andrew: clergy 
Nigel Jones, Caroline Wilson. 

Tue 4 Caversham St Peter & 
Mapledurham St Margaret: clergy Dan 
Tyndall, Keith Knee-Robinson, Alveen 
Thoresen; LLM Marion Pyke. 

Wed 5 Caversham St John: clergy 
Jeremy Tear. 

Thu 6 Earley St Nicolas: clergy Neil 
Warwick, Maureen Devine, David Webster. 

Fri 7 Earley St Peter: clergy Derek 
Spears, Maggie Thorne; LLM Roy Baxter. 
Earley St Peter (VA) School. 



Reading St Mary & All Saints (VA) Schools. 

Thu 13 Reading Christ Church: clergy 
David West, John Croton; pastoral assis- 
tants P Smith, Joan van Emden. Reading 
New Christ Church (VA) School. 

Fri 14 Reading Greyfriars (with New 
Hope Community Church): clergy 
Jonathan Wilmot, Catharine Morris, Pads 
Dolphin; lay pastor Phil Cooke; LLMs Phillip 
Giddings, Christine Ledger, Sue Wilmot, 
John Ledger, Dennis Parker; youth pastor 
Stan Lyth, children’s worker Carol Atkins. 

Sat 15 Reading Holy Trinity & Reading 
St Mark: clergy David Elliott. 

Mon 1 7 Reading St Agnes with St Paul 
& St Barnabas: clergy Vernon Orr, Eve 
Houghton, Eddie Orme; LLM Christine 
Orme. 



Sat 22 Reading St Matthew: clergy 
John Hudson. 

Mon 24 Tilehurst St Catherine & 

Calcot St Birinus (including the 
Cornwell Community Church): clergy 
Denis Smith, Lorraine Colam; LLMs Tony 
Barltlett, Michael Heather. 

Tue 25 Tilehurst St George & Tilehurst 
St Mary Magdalen: clergy Adam Carlill, 
Michael Oke, Duncan White, Peter Grosse. 



Sundays 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
(Acts 2:3,4 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 2 Reading deanery: area dean Brian Shenton, lay 
chair Peter Jeal, secretary Sue Nallon, treasurer Joan Walker, 
ecumenical representative Owen Jewiss, associate clergy Colin 
Bass. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the 
deanery. The election of new members of parliament, county, 
district and local councillors. 



Wed 26 Tilehurst St Michael: clergy 
John Rogers; LLM Don Wark. 

Thu 27 Woodley group: clergy Eddie 
Marquez, Moira Austin, Tim Austin, Sean 
Riordan; LLMs Susan Walters, David 
Fulford, Michael Patterson; youth pastor 
Ian Mullens. Woodley (VC) School. 



SUNDAY 9 The Oxford Diocesan Guild of Church Bell Ringers 
holding their AGM on Saturday; the Anglican Church of Korea, 
presiding bishop Solomon Jongmo Yoon. 

SUNDAY 1 6 Youth ministry adviser Ian MacDonald. Authorised 
lay ministry, director of studies Keith Beech-Gruneberg. Licensed 
lay ministry adviser Sheila Lloyd. The episcopal visitation for clergy 
and churchwardens in Claydon deanery. 



Sat 8 Earley Trinity (LEP): clergy 
Jonathan Salmon; lay worker Ann Baker. 

Mon 1 0 Emmer Green St Barnabas 
with Caversham Park LEP: clergy Derek 
Chandler, Margaret Dimmick; LLMs 
Elizabeth Gash, Paula Andrews. 

Tue 1 1 Loddon Reach: clergy Maurice 
Stanton-Saringer, Beatrice Pearson, Chris 
Leslie; LLMs Pauline Stanton-Saringer, 
Michael Dexter-Elisha. Grazeley (VA) & 
Shinfield St Mary’s (VA) Schools. 

Wed 12 Reading All Saints: clergy 
Nicholas Cheeseman; LLM Sylvia 
Cummins. Reading All Saints (VA), 



Tue 18 Reading St Giles 

Wed 1 9 Reading St John the 
Evangelist: clergy Vincent Gardner, 
Suzanne Knight, AN Marshall, Nick Benson; 
Richard Croft, Peter Marshall, Jeremy 
Thake, Don Mason. Reading St John’s (VA) 
School. 

Thu 20 Reading St Mary with St 
Laurence: clergy Brian Shenton, Chris 
Russell, Matt Stevens; youth work director 
Christopher West. 

Fri 21 Reading St Luke with St 
Bartholemew: clergy Nigel Hardcastle, 
Richard Christopher, Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman; LLM June Hardcastle. 



Fri 28 Schorne team: clergy David 
Meakin, Andy Bell, Phillip Mears, Liz 
Welters (retiring in August), Janet Bayly. 
North Marston (VC), Quainton (VC), 
Waddesdon (VA). Westcott (VC) Schools. 



SUNDAY 23 The bishop of the diocese, John Pritchard; the 
area bishops Colin Fletcher, Stephen Cottrell (bishop-elect of 
Chelmsford), Alan Wilson; archdeacons Julian Hubbard, Norman 
Russell, Karen Gorham. 



Sat 29 The Claydons & Swan team: 

clergy David Hiscock, Peter Knight, Angela 
Mann, Kay Peck. Marsh Gibbon 
(VA),Twyford (VC) Schools. 

Mon 31 Winslow with Great Horwood 
and Addington: clergy Belinda Searle- 
Barnes, Geoffrey Ball, Ann Harwood. 
Winslow (VC), Great Horwood (VC) 
Schools. 



SUNDAY 30 Claydon deanery: area dean David Hiscock, lay 
chair Geoff Strutt, secretary Linda Storey & her family, treasurer 
Terry Capstick & his family, ecumenical representative Lorna Piper. 
Those preparing for the annual deanery service in June. The 
planning group for the deanery church stand at the Bucks county 
show in August. Confirmands and the ongoing nurture of their 
churches. The joint stewardship support group for parishes in 
conjunction with Buckingham and Mursley deaneries. The Church 
of the Province of Melanesia. 
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News 



Make your vote count 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 

Christians in Politics has 
launched a Join the Party 
Campaign encouraging 

Christians to influence the politi- 
cal system from the inside, as 
party members, local councillors 
and even MPs. For more infor- 
mation see www. chris tiansinpoli- 
tics.org.uk . The campaign was 
launched last month with video 
clips of the main three party lead- 
ers, Gordon Brown, David 
Cameron and Nick Clegg, and 
from the Archbishop of York, Dr 



John Sentamu. 

Meanwhile the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York are set to 
write to the UK’s political lead- 
ers, outlining the issues that are 
of particular concern to 
Christians. 

See www.oxford.anglican.org 
for Bishop John’s letter, the 
Archbishop’s letter and other 
election related documents. 

For more on why Christians 
should vote see the features on pages 
10 and 11 and comment on page 19. 



How many clergy can you fit 
in a portaloo? 



BISHOP John was joined by 
church leaders from across 
Oxford to raise awareness of the 
lack of clean water and sanitation 
in some of the poorest parts of the 
world, ahead of Christian Aid 
Week (May 9 - 15). 

He said: “I am delighted to be 
taking part in a pre-Christian Aid 
Week call to action once again. It 
is shocking that in a world where 
so many of us have so much, 
there are still millions of people 
living in appalling slum condi- 
tions, without access to clean 
water or sanitation. 

“It might seem comical to see a 
Bishop and clergy crowding into 
a portaloo, but we are making 
the serious point that so many 
people in poorer parts of the 
world are denied the most basic 
services that we all take for grant- 
ed.” More than 70 per cent of 
Africa’s urban population live in 
slum conditions. 

Anne Owers, Chair of 
Christian Aid, thanked 
Christians across Oxfordshire, 



Berkshire and 

Buckinghamshire, who raised 
more than £521,000 last year. 
She said Chrisitan Aid exists 
because of the work of men and 
women in the UK expressing 
their solidarity with men and 
women in poorer countries. She 
said: “It is a tangible response to 
the Gospel commandment to 
bring good news to the poor: 
that things can and should be 
different, and that we are 
responsible for those we cannot 
see and will never meet. 

“That will be expressed, in 
Christian Aid week, in events, 
collections and services. It will 
shine through every envelope 
and collection tin, every cake 
baked and every prayer uttered. 
On behalf of all those whose 
lives are lifted by that Gospel of 
hope, thank you for all you have 
done and are doing.” 

For more information about 
becoming a Christian Aid Week 
collector, contact the regional 
office on 01865 246818. 



Diocese welcomes new 
Director of Mission 



THE Revd Dr Michael Beasley 
has joined the Diocese of Oxford 
as Director of Mission. 

Michael, 41, started work at 
Diocesan Church House as this 
edition of the Door was going to 
press. Previously he worked in 
two roles - as Vice Principal of 
Westcott House Theological 
College in Cambridge and 
Director of a research group 
focussing on child health and 
education at the Department of 
Infectious Disease Epidemiology 
at Imperial College, London. 

He is heading up the 
Department of Mission, which 
was formed when the Board of 
Stewardship, Training 

Evangelism and Ministry merged 
with the Board for Social 
Responsibility. 

Michael, who is married to 
Lizzie, an assistant headteacher, 
said: “I’ve had a really lovely wel- 
come from the department. It’s 
great to be somewhere that’s so 




upbeat and positive. I’ve been 
busy getting to know people in 
the department and the work 
that each of them does and I’m 
really looking forward to getting 
out and about in the diocese.” 



Chelmsford beckons for 
Bishop Stephen 




BISHOP of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, has been nomi- 
nated by the Queen as Bishop of Chelmsford. 

Bishop Stephen (pictured above) was consecrated Bishop of 
Reading in 2004 and since then has had oversight of Berkshire’s 200 
Anglican parishes. He is also chair of Oxford Diocese’s Board of 
Education. 

Bishop John said: Bishop Stephen has had a highly effective min- 
istry as Bishop of Reading. He has been widely loved and admired for 
his bold evangelism, obvious prayerfulness and inspired communica- 
tion and will be hugely missed. We knew we’d lose him and are very 
grateful for the time we have had. Chelmsford will find itself led with 
imagination, courage and a sense of fun. We wish Stephen and his 
family much joy.” 




Church re-opens 
after £5 5 Ok upgrade 



THE Bishop of Oxford has re-dedicated Stjames Church, 
Finchampstead following a £550,000 conservation project. 
The project on this ancient 12th century Grade 1 listed was 
paid for with funds raised by the congregation and village 
members. The largest single grant for the scheme was 
£15,000 from the local council. 

The work included re-tiling the roofs and re-pointing the 
tower; new floors with enhanced disabled access; a new 
lighting scheme and sound system; replacement pews; re- 
plastering and redecoration - including a new ceiling in the 
Lady Chapel; and a new fire detection and security system. 
The focus was on conservation and restoration, rather than 
re-ordering. In the process an ancient tomb was discov- 
ered. 



IN BRIEF 



Love Oxford 

THOUSANDS of people will 
flock to Oxford’s South Park for 
Love Oxford on 23 May. 

The event kicks off with a family 
warm-up at 10.30am before the 
main service at 1 1 am. There will 
be a family picnic in the park 
afterwards. In the afternoon a 
Vertigo youth event takes place, 
before a 7pm evening 
celebration, led by John Arnott, 
of the Vineyard movement. 



Earthing faith 

THE Diocese of Oxford has 
launched its new Earthing Faith 
website. 

The site provides a space to 
share ideas and experiences 
around the environment. Helping 
us be creative and collaborative 
in our response to spirituality and 
faith, and our engagement with 
the earth. 

Celebrating our diversity and 
experience, the website hopes to 
spark ideas and connect you 
with other peoples experiences 
and stories; as well as develop 
conversations as you comment 
on what others have said and 
share your own story. Together 
helping develop a personal and 
spiritual transformation through 
our engagement with the earth 
around us. 

See www.earthingfaith.org to 
find out more. 



General Synod 

A campaign has been launched 
to find people who will stand for 
election to the next General 
Synod in the Autumn. 

The Synod is the body that 
governs the Church of England 
and has 378 lay and clergy 
members. Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, Dr Rowan Williams, said: 
“Any healthy and mature church 
is a church where everyone feels 
they have a voice. Synod needs 
your voice because we need all 
the voices together to discover 
the truth thtat God wants us to 
know for our generation, society, 
sanctification and our own 
health. 

To find out more visit 
www.generalsynodelections.org. 



Rural training 

FREE Rural Mission training is 
set to start in Wash Common, 
Newbury this month. 

The course comprises three 
Saturday sessions, on May 8th, 
June 19th and a follow-up 
morning on November 13th. The 
training is most effective if a 
small parish group attends and if 
the same people can attend each 
session. 

We will help you plan an event 
which will work in your own 
context based on your existing 
church contacts. For more infor- 
mation contact Janet Russell on 
janet.russell@oxford.anglican.org 
or call 01865 208296. 
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rjgneenng mission 
community makes 
its home in Oxford 



Why the 210-year-old 

Church Mission Society has turned 

itself into a community 



ra the city of dreaming spires, a 
decades-old dream lias come ime. 

El was the great mission visionary 
— :j ] it I uncliriiL' Ox lord reskLinl - 
John V Taylor who first said the Church 
Mission Society (CMS) should be known 
ns ;l ‘Atimmunihr of mission servi lu.‘ > Di 
T aylor served as CMS General Secretary 
from 1963-1973. 



Why the shift ? 

CMS. which relocated from London 
u> Oxford in 2007, is the lirsi large, 
well known Christian mission to make 
the transition from organisation to 
community. Yet. for many of its existing 
members, CMS already felt like family. 
So why the change? 




He also wiki that, "what is required of us 
is not new ideas, bus a new obedience lo 
those God has given us already. ' 

Hoi sure, "community" is not n new idea 
for Christians in genera 1 or for CMS 
specifically. Having been officially 
acknowledged by [.he Church of England 
as a mission community. CMS lakes its 
place alongside some already famous 
and respected orders. 



CMS members have in the past 
committed to praying, living genemnsh 
and supporting mission work financially, 
Today, those who become CMS 
members are asked Uy not only support 
missis hi bill he personally engaged lei 
mission whenever they are. 

This is based on the reality that the 
UK is a mission field. CMS continues 
to send hundreds of highly skilled 
people in mission overseas - in tact* 




mission partner reemitiiienl is growing 
- but being n CMS member means 
committing to participating in mission 
here, loo. 

Every member 
mission 

THE NEW CMS community 
understands .that mission involvement 
isn't limited to just the professional 
or religious. 

Il is die ]>cople of find, From 
all kinds of backgrounds, 
responding to Jesus’ call 
to be like him, to be drawn 
into his way of life: l lie way 
of love. 

Hie CMS community is 

spnrad-EiLJl arid nalKwivviik:, 
with members at varying 
degrees of engagement. 

Sortie of the ways CMS 
members are putting their 
commitment to mission 
into practice include: living 
simply* caring Ibr creation, purposefully 
engaging with people of different faiths, 
getting more involved in their local 
residents’ association and being more 
liospiliible - all of these and Fiiore are 
ways to help see Jesus shared and 



lives changed. 

Again, a community of mission service 
is not a new idea. From the earliesr 
days of Christianity, followers of Jesus, 
particularly ill hostile environments, have 
practiced mission through community. 

So far over L000 people have joined 
the new CMS etanimmily: Jehu i rig 
involves saving yes to seven promises 
that help guide the kind of mission 
I i restyle members agree lo be committed 
to. CMS has resources 
explaining these 
promises and materials 
dial lake I hose interested 
fun her down the mad 
to considering whether 
membership in CMS is 
something for them. 

Lb go back to the words 
of John Taylor, it’s not a 
new idea: it’s a new kind 
of obedience. 

tf you would lik* to 
receive 40 Days 
of Yes, a free resource CMS is offering 
to those wishing to consider whether 
membership in the eummun ita Is ibr 
I hem plcusr write In: 
ci mi ni uei ity .member fre m s - uk x*rg 
wwvr.cms-uk.org 




iff 'ML 

I T2BL ’ 

i „ j.y 



i* 



FREE resource 





What are you doing this Pentecost? 



You're invited to join us for Day 50, 
a unique celebration of Cod's mission. 

Livdy worship with the renowned Iribe of Judah gospel choir 
Address by The Most Rev Juiin Senldmu, ftchbijiliup of York 
Mission activities for all agF^: tmm dmma wcrrfcshnpB 
and bieakclandng to reports from people in mission worldwide 

Saturday, 22 May 

King’s Centre Oxford 1:30 - 6:15 pm 

Tickets: www.cmB-uk.org/day50 or call 01065 70 75 50 

Cost: £5 each, free for students and ui idee 18s 
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Getting in the zone 




contacts at Urban Strides for the Street 
Dancing and Graffiti Peace for the street 
art. The climbing wall came from the 
Buckinghamshire County Council 
outdoor centre at Green Park.” 

Vicar, the Revd Rosie Harper, 
described the week as sensational. She 
said: “New ways of being church can so 
often end up being simply the old ways 
served up in a new venue. Zone Plus 
invites us to be more radical.” 



ONLINE 



For more photographs visit 

www.zoneplus.org.uk 



A MOUNTAIN bike trail, 
climbing wall and street 
dancing were all part of the 
Zone Plus holiday club at St 
Peter and St Paul’s Church, 

Great Missenden, 

Buckinghamshire . 

A mini-spa for the young- 
sters to get their nails 
done, a photographic 
workshop, street art, drama 
and bell ringing were all 
part of the event. Younger 
members of the church ini- 
tiated and organised many 
of the activities. Zone Plus attracted 
people aged 10 to 16 from across the 
area including those who are not regular 
members of the congregation. 

The four days of fun were inspired by 
the Marlborough Abbey Skate Park - a 
skate park inside an historic abbey. “We 
thought ‘what a wonderful way to 
welcome youngsters into Church,’” said 
Helen Biggerstaff, one of the organisers. 
Helen borrowed the cycle track 
(pictured above) from the cycling 
charity she works for. 

David Harris, churchwarden, said: “We 
wanted to have a range of different 
activities to attract as many youngsters as 
possible and we were lucky to have 



‘Lord bless this pub’ 

VICAR of the Uffington Benefice in 
Berkshire, the Revd Rosanna Martin, 
recently perfomed an unusal duty that 
was certainly not in her job description. 

Rosanna visited Michael Lowry and 
Janet Kirk, the new owners of the Fox 8c 
Hounds, the last remaining pub in the 
village. She held a short ceremony 
to bless the pub and all of its staff, 
which was followed by a champagne 
celebration. 

The door of the pub featured as the 
focal point for the blessing. 

The blessing took place at Easter, as 
the Archbishop of York, Dr John 
Sentamu hit the headlines with calls for 
clergy to hold debates and discussions in 
community venues like the local pub, as 
a way of spreading the word. 




The Uffington ceremony was held to 
wish the pub every success in the small 
village, where the church, the school, 
the pub and the village hall are the 
prime meeting points for the community. 
Rosanna said: “We wish the new 
landlords every possible success and 
happiness in the village. Given the 
auspicious start we are all certain they 
will succeed.” 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Drayton’s heroes 

VILLAGE vicar, the Revd Josie Midwinter, 
who is planning to retire, was presented 
with an Unsung Heroes certificate during a 
ceremony at Abingdon Guildhall. 

Josie, Priest-in-Charge of St Peter’s 
Drayton, was awarded the certificate in the 
annual event organised by the Vale of 
White Horse District Council, for her work 
in the community as well as her church 
work. This has included being a school 
governor, helping set up a youth club in 
Drayton and working with the uniformed 
organisations. 

Sheila Cook, also of St Peter’s, was also 
given an award for services to the Parish 
Council and for the work she does visiting 
the sick and lonely, along with Ann Webb, 
who runs the village hall. 



Rain tax abolished 

THE controversial rain tax has been 
abolished by the Government. 

The tax would have charged community 
and faith groups for variable amounts of 
surface water drainage, depending on the 
size of a building’s size. It was abolished in 
Parliament with the passing of the Flood & 
Water Management Bill last month. The bill 
marks the success of DontDrainUs.org a 
two-year national campaign launched by 
churches and community groups, against 
the tax. Martin Dales of DontDrainUs.org 
said: “This is good news for everyone 
involved in community activities and even 
more relevant, with cross-party support 
during Parliament's appropriately termed 
‘wash-up’ period before Dissolution.’’ 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald IE me it it 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 

Visit me at 

www. ronaldemettfu rnitu re.com 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoamxo.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote DR0510 
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Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 



Visit our website today! 

www.oa kschrRLianjewefiery.cn.uk 



Advertising Feature 




Bridge Pastoral Foundation 

Founded 1962 as the Clinical Theology Association 

Towards Understanding Seif 
and Others 



There is a quiet revolution going on in the church today. More Christians than ever are realising that 
part of God's answer to prayer when in trouble comes when they find that they can talk about it to 
someone who is understanding and receptive. Sharing with the right person can enrich their faith, 
and sharing when we are uncertain about our faith, or have none, may draw us to thinking more 
deeply about who we are and what our life means. So being available to one another and learning 
how to help and not to hinder is a vital part of God's work through his church today. 

Some people have more of a natural gift for this kind of pastoral work than others do, but everyone 
can be trained to be a more effective helper. Such training doesn't simply consist of tips about what 
to do, it can offer us deeper insights into what can go wrong in peoples lives, as well as throw fresh 
light on God's loving purposes for us. But most importantly, the training is likely to lead us into 
understanding and accepting ourselves more deeply and fully. For the more deeply we know 
ourselves, the more likely we are to avoid pitfalls in helping others; for example, when we find 
ourselves wanting to push someone away because we are not ready to face ourselves the very thing 
that the other person wishes to share with us. 



What is particularly distinctive about courses run by the Bridge Pastoral 
Foundation, a nationwide Christian training association, is that BPF tutors 
use sharing and experiential exercises, which help people to understand 
themselves better. This sharing helps all participants to learn from each other 
in an emotionally safe environment. Because of this, the experience of a BPF 
course has proved to be a life changing experience for many people. BPF 
trained and authorised tutors have been offering courses in self awareness 
and pastoral care with counselling skills throughout the UK since 1962. Also BPF now offers a 
four-year part-time course at Douai Abbey in 
Berkshire that leads to full accreditation as a 
Psychotherapist. So, anyone who is keen to know 
themselves better, and to help others more effective- 
ly, or even consider the possibility of training as a 
Psychotherapist, can call the BPF Head office on 
0151 652 0429 or check out the web site 
www.bridgepastoral.org.uk for what can be arranged 
in their local area. 
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Refreshing 
Gardens - 
Garden Design 



An independent garden 
designer offering all styles of 
design, including spiritual 
themes. 

2009 Chelsea medal winner. 

Contact Phil Smith 
01628 473924 

www.refreshinggardens.co.uk 




COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Methodist Minister 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



Stained Glass 

01494 ■ 77371 2 
David Wasley MA * FMGP 
www. 3rd ml Hen mum artists, eouuk 




Tilsley House Residential Care 
Home for the Elderly & Tranquil 
House Sheltered Accommodation 
Weston-super-Mare 
ROOMS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 

Tilsley House and Tranquil House are highly regarded 
Homes near the sea front which enjoy a delightful 
Christian atmosphere and excellent standards 
of care and comfort. 

For more information contact 
Rachel Clapham, Manager on 01934 626933 

Charity Number 1066832 
Company Number 3471812 






The George Muller Charitable Trust 

LJFrf jl -L i ■ ll f U i ll«f -F I I H IM 




2007 Citroen Picasso VTR 




NOW ONLY 



n,i 1 1, 



SAVE OVER 
£1000 



MASSIVb 

CHOICE 

AVAILABLE 



MUSI YfeHHJLbS JVMfc 
ONE OWNER A FULL 
SERVICE HISTORY 



FREE UK 
DELIVERY 



Old liitutrmtf* iVfrrfrj, 

7 Bnffrrmm Rood, Shrffittft, S72AX, 

Tel 0114 255 9696 



www.prioryautoniQtive.co.uk 



Tt* 4bwt tttorijih th \m tirirrijhd W MS gftMjflf I rt rawfi tit 1 | 



Spotlight on... 




High Wycombe 

J o Duckies visits the 
Buckinghamshire town to find 
out how C hristians there are 
living out Living Faith. 



Chaplains 

A TEAM of 12 chaplains is building rela- 
tionships with workers in the centre of 
High Wycombe. 

As the sparkly new Eden Centre pros- 
pers, other areas of the town have suf- 
fered in the credit crunch, with shops 
closing down. The Revd Yvonne 
Murphy (right) leads the chaplains who 
each have a specific area of the town cen- 
tre. Yvonne is the only ordained minister 
among the chaplains, who come from all 
walks of life. One is from a banking back 
ground, and his ‘patch’ is the banks and 
building societies. “He knows who to 
approach in the banks and how to work 
with them, whereas the rest of us would- 
n’t necessarily,” says Yvonne, Team Vicar 
of St Mary and St George Church, High 



THE Wycombe Night Shelter started after 
a rough sleeper was found dead by a 
Baptist minister. 

Sheila, the minister, had been looking 
to expand a Tuesday Open Door lunch 
facility for vulnerable people, when she 
discovered the body. The Revd Paul Willis 
said: “One death was one too many and 
that was the catalyst for a response.” 

High Wycombe church leaders went to 
volunteer at Camden Night Shelter, 
where they found out how it worked, 
before launching one in High Wycombe. 

“We held a meeting to see what the 
level of interest was and we were pleasant- 
ly surprised.” 

The night shelter now meets in seven 
different venues, one for each night of 
the week, from the beginning of January 
to the end of March, offering homeless 
people somewhere to stay, a hot meal, 
breakfast and the chance to get a wash 
and change their clothes. 

There are three paid staff and 300 vol- 
unteers operating a shift system to make 
the huge project work. There is an 
evening shift, overnight shift and morn- 
ing shift. 

Ali Preston, project co-ordinator, was 
taken on in 2007, and even when the 
night shelter isn’t running, she runs drop 
ins providing support for the homeless 
and to those who may have found accom- 
modation. This includes helping people 



Wycombe. “We do hope people from 
other faiths will eventually join us. We 
don’t see the chaplaincy as a place to con- 
vert but a place to get alongside people 
who work in the town. We are people who 
have an interest in taking the love of God 
into the community.” 

Yvonne has been asked to spend time 



fill in forms for benefits, look at houses 
and flats. Last year just four out of 48 peo- 
ple didn’t find accomodation and people 
who have been homeless for 15 to 20 
years have ended up finding homes. 

She said: “People’s reasons for being 
homeless are very different. If they are 
people with addictions we try and help 
engage them with agencies in the town 
that can help them. We recognised what 
we could do as churches and what we 
couldn’t. We have developed good rela- 
tionships with drug and alcohol agencies. 

“We accept people as they are. To socie- 
ty they seem hopeless cases but everyone 
is made in God’s image and is of amazing 
value to him.” 

Ongoing care is offered as often the 
accommodation can be a pokey room 
with no windows and false walls. If the 
homeless have been used to spending 
their days with others in the same posi- 
tion, they can suddenly be isolated and 
that can lead to depression. 

Polish immigrants who have lost work 
because of the credit crunch have also 
found themselves on Wycombe’s streets, 
with no eligibility for the benefits system 
most of us would rely on if we were sud- 
denly unemployed. The day centre’s work 
also includes English as a second lan- 
guage for the Poles, a Polish course for 
volunteers and self confidence classes for 
Night Shelter users. 



with lap dancers, who are often young 
women from Russia or Latvia. “They are 
young girls who are a long way from 
home and need to talk so someone. It 
doesn’t mean we condone what they do. 
Jesus was out with the people and that’s 
what I like about this job.” 

Street Angels 




STREET Angels are a welcome pres- 
ence on the streets of High Wycombe 
at night. 

They started in Freshers’ Week last 
year and expected lots of vomiting stu- 
dents, but were pleasantly surprised. 
“It’s about prayer walking, listening to 
God.” said Rachel Mozley, “We have 
seen vicious fights kick off and they 
have calmed down as we have been 
standing there praying. We look out 
for vulnerable people and they know 
us as well. If we see girls on their own, 
or anyone, we will ask them if they are 
alright. We have a good relationship 
with the police but we are not the 
police.” 



Quiet garden 











A Quiet Garden tucked in a comer of All Saints 
Church provides a haven for anyone who wants to get 
away from the bustling town centre. 



Rainbow 



A PUPPET dog insults the MC as 
he delivers a Christian message to 
the Rainbow congregation at St 
Birinus and St John Church, High 
Wycombe. 

This is not a conventional 
church service. It is especially for 
adults with learning disabilities. 
Marie Jackson said: “If you look 
around our area it is full of shel- 
tered flats and it means there are a 
lot of people who need access to 
worship in a different way. 

The Rainbow congregation has 
been going for about three years, 
bringing two churches together. It 



has more than 40 regular members 
and was to hold a confirmation 
service with Bishop Alan, with sim- 
plified language. About half a 
dozen Rainbow members also go 
along to ordinary church services 
and new, similar congregations 
have been planted in Amersham. 

Marie said that it is estimated 
that nationally there are one mil- 
lion disabled people who are 
potentially congregation members 
but find their needs are not being 
met by the Church. “The question 
is how is the Church going to reach 
the ones who don’t know about it.” 



Night shelter 
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Family 



A career in foster care? 



Emma 0 wen on why, as 
Foster C are Fortnight 
approaches, families are 
needed to take in children 
across Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire. 

A S a single mum living in a 
council house, Debbie 
Headley from Reading 
thought she would be reject- 
ed when she applied to be a 
foster carer. 

But Debbie, whose eldest daughter 
Melanie is now 18, was exactly the sort of 
person PACT (Parents And Children 
Together) were looking for. Her 
youngest daughter, Ruby, was just seven 
when she fostered her five years ago. 

Debbie said: “The best thing about fos- 
tering is seeing how far Ruby has come 
and how well she is doing. She is a dif- 
ferent child to the disruptive little girl of 
five years ago. 

“She has shown me that I am quite a 
good mum. I have helped her turn her 
life around and shown her all the oppor- 
tunities that are open to her. I never 
thought I would be accepted as a foster 
carer but the main thing is that you 
need to care and to be willing to share 
your home, and your life.” 

With many people striving for a more 
rewarding work-life balance and others 
looking at alternative careers following 
redundancy, one option could be to 
become a foster carer. There are more 
than 44,000 children currently in foster 
care in England but many are in short 
term placements and are in desperate 
need of a ‘forever family ‘ either 
through permanent fostering or adop- 
tion. 

National Foster Care Fortnight takes 
place from 17-30 May and voluntary fos- 
tering and adoption agency Parents And 
Children Together is searching for peo- 
ple prepared to consider permanent fos- 
tering as a career choice. 

PACT was set up in 1911 as the social 
work arm of the Diocese of Oxford. It 
aims to build and strengthen families 




across the Thames Valley. As well as its 
work in adoption and fostering, PACT 
also helps families through a network of 
children’s centres, drop in sessions and 
one-to-one support in communities 
across Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire. 

PACT Senior Adoption and Fostering 
Social Worker, Simon Furlong, said it is 
important to recognise foster carers as 
being fellow professionals. “Fostering a 
child requires a great deal of skill and 
the ability to deal with some challenging 
situations. The children we are seeking 
families for will have had a difficult start 
in life. They may have experienced trau- 
ma, loss or abuse and will need support 
to help them overcome this,” he says. 

“The children we need families for 
may be older, from an ethnic minority 
background, have a disability, a health 
issue or uncertainty regarding their 



future development. They may be part 
of a sibling group who need to be kept 
together. 

“Being a foster carer can be extremely 
rewarding as you watch children develop 
healthy relationships with yourself, mem- 
bers of your family and others in your 
community, as well as seeing them make 
progress in all areas of their develop- 
ment.” 

PACT offers training for all those wish- 
ing to become foster carers including 
an extensive programme of ongoing 
training leading to a qualification with 
the Children’s Workforce Development 
Council. In recognition of their work 
and the fact that they need to be avail- 
able during the day, PACT pays a gener- 
ous allowance, as well as providing 24 
hour support and a range of therapeutic 
services. 

Simon added: “A career in fostering 



may be appealing to people who are 
going through a transition in life. Maybe 
they want a career change, or one has 
been forced upon them in the current 
economic climate. It could be someone 
whose own children are growing up and 
becoming more independent. Single 
people can be foster carers. 

“We are looking for people who have 
experience of looking after or working 
with children (either through being a 
parent, or through professional or vol- 
untary work) , a genuine desire to help 
children, as well as having lots of energy, 
enthusiasm and support from family or 
friends.” 

PACT is looking for permanent foster 
carers who will support the child to the 
age of 18 and beyond. It also operates a 
relief foster care service for people pre- 
pared to care for a child or young per- 
son for a weekend or a short break. 



ONLINE 



Download the fostering information 
pack at www.pactcharity.org 



PACT will be on tour later this month with 
its Foster Care Fortnight Roadshow, from 
9am to 5pm on each date: 

Tuesday 11^ May 

Eden Shopping Centre, Wycombe 

Monday 17^ May 
Broad Street Mall Reading 

Wednesday 1 9^ May 
Kennet Shopping Centre 
Newbury 

Thursday 20 th May 
Broad Street Mall Reading 

Monday 24^ May 
Templars Square Cowley 

Wednesday 26 th May 
Broad Street Mall Reading 

Friday 28 th May 

Broad Street Mall Reading 

Or contact the PACT duty social worker 
between 1 0am and 1 pm weekdays on 
0118 938 7600 



Win a family ticket to New Wine 2010 



EVERY year thousands of Christians flock to New 
Wine for a week of inspiring teaching, spirit filled 
worship, fun-filled children’s groups, relaxation and 
fun. 

Like the Door ; New Wine was founded in 1989. The 
first summer conference saw 2,400 people head for 
the summer Bath and Wells showground. The move- 
ment was set up by the Revd David Pytches, then 
vicar of St Andrew’s, Chorleywood. In the 1980s 
David had a longing to see The spontaneous expan- 
sion’ of the church in this country as he had seen it 
happening in Chile, while Bishop there. 

Through a growing friendship with John Wimber, 
the founder or the Vineyard Church in the USA, he 
realised that one of the keys was the equipping of 
ordinary Christians for ministry through the gifts and 
power of the Holy Spirit. By the early 1990s the youth 
work had grown so much under Mike Pilavanchi’s 



leadership that the separate Soul Survivor movement 
was born. 

So, in this special, 21st anniversary edition of the 
Door ; we have secured a family ticket, worth around 
£500 for two adults and two children aged under 18 
to go along to Unstoppable, New Wine’s 2010 
Summer Conference, at the Bath and Wells 
Showground on August 1 to 7. There’s something for 
everyone, with Bible teaching starting at 7.15am and 
various sessions continuing until the evening celebra- 
tion at 7pm. Once that’s over the artists, musicians, 
theatre groups and 
comedians continue 
until late into the 
night. 

The ground will be 
packed with cafes, 
sports activities and 



arts events as well as hun- 
dreds of stalls. To be in with 
a chance of winning simply 
send your name, address 
and age to New Wine 
Competition, The Door, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB, to reach us 
no later than 14 May. 

For more information see www.new-wine.org/ sum- 
mer or call 0208 567 6717. Also see the New Wine 
advertisement on page 15. 




Aw 

newwme 
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Advertisement Feature 




In 5 minutes 
you can 
save hex. 



Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 



Postcode 

Telephone 



Email 

Charge my gift to nny; _ Visa l- MasterCard _ Maestro 
Card No. 



Send this coupon with your 
donation to: 

The Smile Train UK, 

PO Box 91 0, 
Northampton NN3 OBG 



The Smile Train provides life 
changing free cleft surgery for 
children in developing countries 
which takes as little as 45 minutes 
and costs as little as £1 50. 

It gives desperate children not just 
a new smile - but a new life. 



Valid From Exp. Dale Issue F 

Signature 

My cheque is unclosed, made payable to The Smite Train UK 



Use Gift Aid to increase your donation by 25% 

VFR, I would Sik-H Smite Train \a dairn firfl Aid on any donations 1 1 Lai 
i have mad c within The lust 4 years and all donations i make in the future until 
further notice. I confirm that I pay sufficient UK imome/capital gains tax to 
oover any ihx llihl Smite Train will ttaitesin from my dnnfttttns lhal l rriflktj 



lICSriJrlrtKi libJmlMj yiJi «nal.¥Jfc-wi.' hdiqiliiinr! iimdhn h m ( Is- ti PuiM iin rttHUPd Jtiftri in* hiui' .'i-^tkOltcfe 
tf fw &i riri wrt To urarc sudi FftmHtai pt-a® si flPitm _ 



Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.uk OR call: 0870 127 6269 



SmileTrain 



Exchanging The World One Smile \l A Time. 

Registered Charity No. 1 1 1 4748 43 201 □ The Smile Train. 

A hue% diul ^ a fi rwml ^irt sjn^rcpirtf tot twry wowuri amj it uai Ik# rg prcwH lwbi tfefrcti MuKu wrv you tut vT hui& and vt^LtfWci and UM: a mulUsutiniin wilh 4M) =i ri;nogiHi§is yf Itfc ue*J da/ far a nXHtifo rauLfplwri 
am iiviQs.flhtu.i sail/ prapnanty. Fotaacri nasJi&i^ shawl tonduna me .*#( nl rawral to ne-lflcfcor tn&araa aid spuiaitcra ^urh as spna hihn^i in uiinwn rhilrtn&fi ny dav-mp neanri 70^ wish akaif frSfrvra contapllBn aid during iru lirsl irimesief. 
iiinl II could iihn> I u'lp Vj itiduco Ihc risk of dds hp aixJ polidL\ II is uI'jjli irrper liinl to sloy smufciug when /oil mu pruui’anl and lo eivi^-J looci surh os ihw ix smoStfd sl'hIlol! . ruw itftlbh Bid qjys, von dnw, ui^uottgrisud milk, m C puld Sptfuk to 
jmr RP tor lullw artvica a itnji having a rwaflhy pr«csiairry. ir yflu wfflrid lik# an/ re™ infiwratiftn ahixjt wfi/ setts tceur, how f« tan ha ranfluwd wirti surpary, ry afwul ending tor ^ cnild him a dan. ptaaM visa hYww.smilatraln mg uk May 
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A history in the landscape 



For the third in our series of 
prayer walks Sarah Meyrick 
visits Burford in West 
Oxfordshire with Ruth 
Reavley. 

B urford, nestling on the River 
Windrush, is a picture post- 
card town often described as 
the gateway to the Cotswolds. 
Its position on an important 
trading route meant it prospered 
between the 14^ and the 17^ centuries 
thanks to the flourishing Cotswold wool 
trade. 

The walk begins at the parish church 
of St John (1), an outstanding church 
(awarded five stars by Simon Jenkins in 
his England’s Thousand Best Churches) 
which is a living reminder of the town’s 
historic wealth. The historic trading 
route now attracts thousands of visitors 
who seek out the churches as part of 
their Cotswold experience. There they 
find a growing, lively and diverse congre- 
gation of people who come to the 
church each week to worship and pray. 

There is plenty to see inside. In partic- 
ular, you may like to look at the memori- 
al to Edward Harman, who was Henry 
Vffl’s barber and courtier, and who died 
in 1569. His memorial shows his 16 chil- 
dren, and more surprisingly, the first 
known depiction in England of the 
Indian inhabitants of the New World. 

The connection with Harman is uncer- 
tain, but the intention may well have 
been to indicate the cosmopolitan reach 
of the town’s trade, at a time when the 
Americas were almost unimaginably dis- 
tant. 

You may like to pause here to consider 
our connections with those far away on 
the other side of the world. How do the 
choices we make affect them? Pray for 
people in parts of the world in particular 
need at the moment. 

The church was also the scene of a 
dramatic incident in 1649, when Oliver 
Cromwell imprisoned a group of 
Leveller mutineers here for three nights, 
after which they were to be taken out 
and shot. In the event, Cromwell relent- 
ed after the first three of the 340 or so 
had been executed. One of the surviving 
prisoners, Anthony Sedley, carved his 
name on the lead of the font. Imagine 
what it must have been like to be impris- 
oned here, knowing you were facing 
death. You may like to pray for those 
who are caught up in political turmoil 
today, and in particular those in real fear 
of their lives. 

Finally, have a look at the 
window (main picture) in the south 
transept by the stained glass artist 
Christopher Whall, a contemporary of 
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William Morris and an important mem- 
ber of the Arts and Crafts Movement. 
The window shows, in great detail, 
scenes from Jesus’s life. The sober tones 
used to show the earthly life of Christ 
give way to more dramatic colours as the 
story progresses upwards. Overarching 
the whole is a quite spectacular, golden 
celestial city, inspired by the book of 
Revelation. You may like to reflect on 
your own vision of heaven. 

Leaving the church, bear left along 
Church Lane, turn right into 
Guildenford and then left onto Witney 
Street. After half a mile or so, turn left 
off the road onto the footpath which fol- 
lows the River Windrush (2) to Widford. 
You may like to reflect on the river, and 
its unstoppable flow. You might pray for 
those for whom water is desperately 
scarce, or frighteningly destructive to 
their way of life. 

Rejoin the road shortly before turning 
left into Widford. Take the track (on the 
right) along the footpath to St Oswald’s 
church, clearly visible ahead (3). As you 
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SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 



cross the meadow you can see from the 
lumpy ground the traces of a former set- 
tlement that has long since disappeared, 
leaving the tiny church in isolation. 

The church is a single cell structure 
from the 13^ century, built over a 
Roman villa. A 
mosaic exists 
beneath the 
chancel floor. 

There are 
Georgian box 
pews, and the 
remains of early 
wall paintings. 

What makes St 
Oswald’s so spe- 
cial is its simplici- 
ty. Pause to enjoy 
the tranquillity. 

Think about how 
and where you 
find stillness and 
a sense of God’s 
presence in your 
daily life. Where 



are you most refreshed? Remember the 
lost village, and the generations of those 
who have lived and worshipped in this 
place over the centuries. 

Return to the path and continue on 
half a mile to Swinbrook church. St 
Mary’s (4) is different again. Thanks to a 
stray war-time bomb, there is almost no 
stained glass, and the interior is 
extremely light as a result. (Fragments of 
ancient glass were rescued and recom- 
posed in a window in the south aisle.) 
The church is noted for the extraordi- 
nary Fettiplace tombs along the north 
chancel wall. Each has three effigies, 
lying on shelves. On the left, the figures 
are highly stylised and stiff; on the right, 
erected fifty years later, the figures are 
more relaxed. 

In the churchyard you can see the 
graves of another famous family, the 
Redesdales, who include Nancy, Unity 
and Diana Mitford (later Mosley) . You 
may like to pause and think of the words 
of the Nunc Dimittis : 

“ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of 
all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to 
be the glory of thy people Israel. ” 

Pray for those you have loved who 
have died. 

Walk back towards Widford church 
and then turn right up Dean Bottom. 
When you meet the road, turn left 
towards Fulbrook (5) where you can visit 
the church of St James the Great or turn 
left along the main road to return 
straightaway to Burford. 

Burford is 19 miles from Oxford on the 
A40. There is a free car park off the High 
Street ( A361 ) near the church. Bus routes 
include the 233/X3 ( Stagecoach ) and 53 
(Swanbrook). The churches described in the 
walk are generally open during daylight 
hours. 

Do you have a favourite walk where 
you pray that you’d like to share? 

Contact us on 01865 208225 or 



Listen to Ruth Reavley reflecting on her walk 
around Burford with the Revd Sally Welch at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/prayerwalks. 
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The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back 
at the centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK's biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as 
well. 

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
uplifting testimonies and 
insight from The Son's bril- 
liant team of columnists. 

The current edition of The 
Son includes stories on Ringo 
Starr, Simon MacCorkindale, 
Denzel Washington, Ruby 
Turner, Dmitar Berbatov, Paul 
Azinger and many more. 

It's an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not use The 
Son to reach your 
community? 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on- 
01752 225623. 

'Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!' 

J eremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 

The Son. 

We love him! 



as the Door went to press political manifestos were hitting the 
headlines and the General Election battle was well underway. 
Here we look how engagement in politics is an important 
outworking of the C hristian faith. 



T he revelation in 2009 of the 

extent and nature of expenses 
claimed by MPs aroused almost 
universal feelings of outrage 
and derision, writes Richard 
Harries. This was in some ways unfair, for 
all MPs were smeared, while some were 
shown to be exemplary in their claims. 
Moreover, the assumption behind the 
whole system of expense claims was wrong, 
and for this successive governments and 
the electorate as a whole must take some 
responsibility. 

Nevertheless, this scandal has had the 
effect of lowering the respect in which par- 
liamentarians are held even further. 
Opinion polls regularly indicate that mem- 
bers of Parliament come very far down the 
list of those whom members of the public 
respect and trust. One of the latest polls on 
which professions are most trusted to tell 
the truth, or assumed to be lying, revealed 
that only 21 per cent of those polled trust- 
ed politicians to tell the truth. 

This was higher than journalists but 
shockingly low compared to the 92 per 
cent of those polled who trusted their doc- 
tor to be honest with them. This is not a sit- 
uation about which we should simply shrug 
our shoulders and say, “That’s how it is.” It 
is unhealthy and potentially dangerous for 
our national life. 

N o doubt there has always been a fair 
degree of scepticism about politicians 
and their alleged altruism. Dr 
Johnson remarked that it was difficult to find 
a politician who was not on the make. As he 
told Boswell, “Politics are now nothing more 
than means of success in life.” Nevertheless, 
there have been those in all parties who were 
inspired to work for them, in some cases give 
their whole life for them, for altruistic as well 
as personal motives. 

For many, the Labour Party was a moral 
crusade to change society for the better on 
behalf of the poor. Within the Conservative 
Party there was a strong tradition of 
noblesse oblige. Within the Liberals there 
were those who were driven by the need to 
bring about progressive social change. The 
vestiges of these attitudes are still there. 
Nevertheless, the general public believes 
that, on the whole, politicians are in it for 
themselves. This distrust of politicians in 
general is also focused on governments. 
Only 29 per cent of British people trust 
their government, compared to the 66 per 
cent of the Dutch who trust theirs. The 
British figure is even lower than the 
European average of 34 per cent. 

N o doubt the media does not help. It 
likes to focus on the greasy-pole side 
of politics - who is climbing up and 
who is slipping down. Politicians continually 
urge that politics is about policies, and it 
should not be personalised in this way, and 
there is some justice in their complaint. Yet 
such is the distrust that the general public 
find it hard to go beyond questions of who is 
in and who is out of the ruling cabal. 




At the same time there is a profound 
mistrust of politics emanating from the 
media. Jeremy Paxman, so the caricature 
suggests, has only two questions: who are 
you and why are you lying to me? In the 
light of this, it is not surprising that mem- 
bership of all political parties has declined 
so rapidly. The media loves to focus on the 
alleged decline in attendance at church. 
What it ignores is that the decline in mem- 
bership of political parties is far more dra- 
matic. Membership of the Conservative 
Party has declined from 3 million members 
in the 1950s to less than 300,000, with a 
similar decline for Labour, whilst Liberal 
Democrat membership stands at just 
60,000. 

This suspicion and indifference is 
unhealthy. It undermines our public life 
and is potentially dangerous for society as a 

‘ Politics is too important to be 
left to politicians.' 



whole. And it concerns us all. Politics is 
too important to be left to politicians. 
However, the situation is even more serious 
than this scepticism about individual politi- 
cians might suggest. 

P eople have become either cynical 

about or indifferent to the whole politi- 
cal system under which we live. The 
turn-out for elections is abysmal. Many of us 
will remember the huge queues in South 
Africa for the first election after the end of 
Apartheid. People had to queue for hours 
and in some cases days in order to cast their 
votes. By contrast, the people voting in the 
last general election constituted only 61.4 
per cent of the electorate. This contrasts with 
the 83.9 per cent who turned out in 1950. 

Voting figures at other elections are even 
worse. Turn-out in Britain for European 
elections is usually around 35 per cent, but 
has fallen as low as 24 per cent. In local 
government elections the turn-out in 2006 
in England was 36.5 per cent, and it has 
been lower. The situation amongst young 
people is even more disheartening. A 
Hansard Society survey in 2009 found that 
only 30 per cent of 18-24-year-olds had dis- 
cussed politics or political news with some- 
one else in the previous two or three years, 



compared with 47 per cent of their par- 
ents’ generation. 

T here are a number of reasons for this 
low turn-out, not all of them sinister. 
One of them is that there is less dif- 
ference in policies between the major politi- 
cal parties than there has sometimes been. 
There is a broad consensus on certain funda- 
mental issues, and this, reflecting as it does a 
broad consensus in the electorate, ensures a 
certain stability, which is no bad thing. 
Another reason is that our personal con- 
cerns are immediate and obvious, whereas 
political policies and systems can seem 
remote and not of very pressing import. 

However, political policies do make a dif- 
ference to our personal lives. When a fami- 



1 Political policies vitally affect 
our lives. ’ 



ly member is ill we realise the importance 
of having a good National Health Service. 

If someone we know is suddenly made 
redundant, we recognise the importance of 
having a national economy that is prosper- 
ing, as well as adequate safeguards for 
those who find themselves unemployed. 
The fact is that political policies vitally 
affect our lives, for good and ill. 

Undergirding both policies and the 
process by which they are made is our 
political system and the values which it 
enshrines. Here, potentially, there is an 
even more serious malaise than lack of 
respect for politicians or indifference to 
political policies. It poses questions about 
whether our political system really matters 
and about the values from which it springs 
and which it embeds. Is this really a matter 
of indifference? 

T his book is written in the conviction 
that the kind of political institutions, 
ideas and values that we enjoy today, 
which we either take for granted, or regard 
with a degree of scepticism, do matter very 
much. Furthermore, although it is widely 
held that the leading political notions of our 
time nearly all derive from European 
thinkers from the 17th to the 19th centuries, 
usually termed “the Enlightenment”, I argue 
that these notions are in fact deeply embed- 
ded in a Christian understanding of what it 
is to be a human being in society. 

‘ Our history has been shaped, 
by our Christian faith. ’ 



I have no desire to knock the 
Enlightenment, as has become fashionable 
in some theological circles. We are all heirs 
of the Enlightenment in one way or anoth- 
er, and glad to be so, not least when we 
read about some barbaric custom that still 
prevails in another country. But it is impor- 
tant to recognise that many of the leading 
Enlightenment thinkers regarded them- 
selves as Christians, if of varying degrees of 
orthodoxy. Furthermore, the 
Enlightenment itself arose in and out of 
Christian soil, drawing on certain funda- 
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mental principles within it. I do not deny 
that in some respects Enlightenment prin- 
ciples had to be asserted against the hold 
of religious orthodoxy, most notably in the 
case of religious liberty. It is fundamental 
to the Enlightenment that people must be 
left free to choose their religion, or reject it 
altogether, and this came hard to estab- 
lished religions. 

B ut our history and culture is a predom- 
inantly Christian one. Most people still 
claim to be Christians, whatever they 
mean by it. And it is important to tease out 
the fact that the political values which shape 
our society, and which are vital to our life 
together, are rooted in a particular under- 
standing of what it is to be a human being in 
society. Whether we approve of it or not, 
some of our most cherished values have 
come to us because our history has been 
shaped by the Christian faith. It is more than 
a question of historical influence. The 
Christian understanding of what it is to be a 
human being in society has an abiding validi- 
ty- 

M ost people take our political values 
for granted. But from time to time a 
society is confronted by a crisis in 
which it is forced to ask in a serious way 
whether in fact it stands for anything at all. 

This country was faced by such a crisis in 
1938. About that T. S. Eliot wrote at the 
time: “I believe that there must be many persons 
who, like myself, were deeply shaken by the events 
of September 1938, in a way from which one 
does not recover; persons to whom that month 
brought a profounder realization of a general 
plight ...It was not a criticism of the govern- 
ment, but a doubt of the validity of a civiliza- 
tion. We could not match conviction with convic- 
tion . . . Was our society, which had always been 
so assured of its superiority and rectitude, so con- 
fident of its unexamined premises, assembled 
around anything more permanent than a con- 
geries of banks, insurance companies and indus- 
tries, and had it any beliefs more essential than a 
belief in compound interest and the maintenance 
of dividends?” 

I do not believe we are faced by a compa- 
rably serious crisis now. International ter- 
rorism is very serious 
indeed, but it is not 
at the moment of 
the same order as 
the Nazi threat to 
Europe. But 
unless we take 
stock from 
time to time, 
and reaffirm 
the values by 
which we 
live, a cri- 
sis, if it 
comes, 
will find 
us 

want- 
ing- 
as T. S. 

Eliot thought 
the Munich agree- 
ment found Britain wanting. 

This is an edited extract from Faith in Politics? 
Rediscovering the Christian roots of our politi- 
cal values by Richard Harries (Barton Longman & 

Todd) 



POLLING 



STATION 



Let God 5 will be done ’ 



The coat-hangers in the Members’ cloakroom in Parliament all have a red ribbon 
attached to them so that MPs may safely store their swords before entering the 
chamber. As Lord Carey commented, Tn the modern world there is great pressure 
to treat faith in the same way - to put it safely aside before entering our work- 
places, and to pick it up again at the end of the day.’ 

When former Prime Minister Tony Blair was asked about his Christian faith, 
Alastair Campbell silenced his reply saying, T’m sorry, we don’t do God.’ Only 
after stepping down as Prime Minister did Blair admit the importance of his faith 
and explain why he never discussed it: Tf you are in the American political system 
or others, then you can talk about religious faith and people say “Yes, that’s fair 
enough” and it is something they respond to quite naturally. You talk about it in 
our system and, frankly, people think you’re a nutter.’ 

Politics is the process by which groups of people make decisions - decisions that 
affect significant areas of our lives. Votewise Now! has been written to stimulate 
wise thinking about, and involvement in, important current political issues. 

Alistair Campbell’s suggestion that private faith has no place in politics is wrong; 
there is no such thing as neutral, value-free or even moral-free ground. In voting, 
Christians must make, and act upon, the important connections between what we 
believe and how we live. The Bible rejects the 
sacred-secular, public-private divide. We are whole 
people created to live whole and holy lives. 

Jesus incarnated a message which threatened the 
political authorities and led to his execution. The 
kingdom of God is a political statement. Christ is 
Messiah and Lord, not Caesar or any other political 
ruler. The Bible is replete with calls to seek justice, 
fight the cause of the widow and orphan, and stand 
against the oppressor - all part of ‘loving God and 
loving our neighbour’. 

Indeed, it could be argued that Christians in par- 
ticular have a political mandate requiring them to 
be involved, seeking ways that God’s will ‘may be 
done on earth as it is in heaven’, that his kingdom 
will come, overthrowing false and misused claims to | 
authority and power. I ■ ■ f j 

This is an edited extract from the introduction to M m 

Votewise Now! Helping Christians engage with the issues 
edited by Rose Lynas (SPCK). 

Turn to page 19 to read two first time voters’ 
views on the election and their faith. 
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Addiction 
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Gilead Foundations 
Addiction Counselling 
Training School 

at Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, near Okehampton 
offers the following Diploma programme 
covering: 

Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 
Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis tools 
are used throughout the programme at Gilead: 
£31 8 We also have a correspondence course 
on counselling by Jay Adams: £954 



If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about ACTS 
or would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 



Recession-bucking Christian 
exhibition gets back in the 
saddle at Sandown Park 



IN SPITE of tough economic conditions, organisations servicing churches report increased sales, says the organisers of the 
International Christian Resources Exhibition taking place from 11th to 14th May at Sandown Park Exhibition Centre in Surrey. 
‘We've weathered previous recessions and intend to be around through the next one as well!’ declares CRE event director Steve 
Briars. ‘This year's event is well on the way to being our biggest ever.’ 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus,. The ultimate 
worship musk solution. 
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Order ycur FREE mfgrmalsgn pact Ic-day 
Free PhortR: 0EQO 043 0503 
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More than 370 organisations, exhibiting everything from stained glass to sound systems, 
puppets to pews, will cram into all three floors at Sandown - making it, once again, the 
venue’s biggest annual show. Some 13,000 visitors are expected over the event’s four days. 
A seminar, workshop and special features programme has been carefully constructed to 
meet the needs of people at all levels of local church leadership. 

Special zones include Church Technology, Sports, Mind and Soul, Churches For All and 
Children and Youth. Biblefresh will inspire people to re-engage with Christian scriptures. The 
initiative heralds next year's national celebrations marking the 400th anniversary of the King 
James Bible - first published in 1611. 

The Museum of the Bible at CRE will display bibles owned by famous people, including mur- 
derer Reggie Kray, Bible smuggler William Tyndale, Baptist preacher John Bunyan, 

England's leading executioner Albert Pierrepoint - and rock and roll legend Elvis Presley. 

Kua Wee Seng will tell the story of how the Bible has become China’s best-selling book in 
the past four decades. We are pleased support the Biblefresh vision of taking the most pub- 
lished book and making it the most read book,’ said CRE event director Steve Briars. 

More than 100 practical seminars are scheduled at CRE with titles ranging from The Church 
and the London Olympics to Dementia and Faith. Specialist workshops cover subjects like 
fund-raising and creative writing. An extensive arts programme will include presentations 
from Noel Tredinnick and members of the All Souls Orchestra, the London Community 
Gospel Choir and Saltmine Theatre Company. 

Furnishings, church fabric, building services, architects and surveyors - all are represented at 
CRE, Europe's leading exhibition of Christian products and services. 

Transcribe Thames Group who are now in their 26th year with the CRE believe they are tak- 
ing their best offer yet to visitors at Esher. To help churches cope with printing costs which 
increase year on year are offering a digital duplicator and photocopier package at just £1 ,000 
plus vat. Marketing manager, Matthew Butterworth says it offers a saving of £5,500 com- 
pared to new equipment and the price includes installation and training. You can meet them 
on stand SI 26 where they say they'd like to say hello to both old and new faces. 




lonoim-sWfHh 

IOOOdlT l-A^Oty n 



Tht,' bull rn thrill un Hmuimc- 

av«r 500 
The IftttJl multi 

An ex tensive book Q-nd resounoe store 
Over IDO pfattital dirJ nANLimng 
seminar! 

kt wnrlrihnpi frnm rnNiliw 
■.vTttfrtfl In talk- rn.injrji , mi , nl 

ihm be** hi 6 mm 



san do wi 

TUEillirfjv 
*WD -12 MAI 

tRI UMAV 



Christ^ 

sssss 



vv ww.creo mine .co.uk 
tel: 01793 418218 



Internal ipnai 

Christian Resources Exhibition 



Need to get 
out more? 



WWW 



Kingdom Coffee are another regular exhibitor at the CRE. At the last 
two shows they've raised over £2,000 for Latin Link from donations 
made in exchange for a cup of their great tasting ethic coffee. You're 
welcome to visit them this year on stand El 7 where they will be rais- 
ing more funds for the charity! 

Celebrating 25 years in business Fullers Finer Furniture are design- 
ers and manufactures of quality Church furniture. Based in Weston 
super Mare, Somerset Fullers will be exhibiting at Sandown Park 
Esher CRE for the 15th year running. Since their first exhibition in 
1996 the church furniture side of the business has gone from 
strength to strength and it now makes up over 90% of the work 
undertaken. The majority of which is bespoke made church furniture 
such as lecterns, pulpits, communion tables, fonts, choir frontals and 
memorial pieces. These are produced from their own designs or the 
clients and also architects drawings, as well as this also offering a 
restoration service where old furniture can be given a new lease of 
life or even turned into something different. When the decision of 
“keep the pews” or “get new chairs” arises, Fullers can help by being 
able re-cycle some or all of the pews to make for instance a new 
Altar or font. 

The business that began in 1985 is proud to say that they also work 
along side many of the other exhibitors at CRE which makes it an 
easier ride when re-designing your own church, working along side 
companies that provide architectural needs, sound and vision, seat- 
ing, textiles and lighting. Fullers will be displaying their award win- 
ning revolutionary Canterbury lectern and York lectern with unique 
gas lift height control as well as other bespoke items. You can find 
them on stand P45 where they will be happy to discuss your Church 
requirements with you. 

CRE has an ongoing responsibility to be at the cutting edge of 
church life,’ said executive chairman Colin Saunders. ‘We aim to 
meet the resource and training needs of all involved in church leader- 
ship - not only those in full-time church or ministry employment but 
the many thousands who voluntarily work in churches at all levels.’ 
It's well worth buying your ticket in advance as there will be a 
draw with a chance to win a brand new KIA 1.41 Super Mini 
courtesy of Autosave! Advance tickets can be booked by visit- 
ing www.creonline.co.uk. For a group booking form (five or 
more) phone CRE on 01793 418218. 




SupplLtn iilTr CqfllfL 1 , L-n, CliwuluLf. MLIL, ^ugjir, WiUlt, 
n UUarfJV ni^'n^JihlL-s Raiifte rtf Caflfe Midi lines 



Ffease contact us for a 

Church Package 

CRE 2010: Stand E17 

it-ir tsimm SB * 



rwu-jv in UIjF>. • 
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The Doorpost 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in May 2010 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on 
church noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church 
House. The deadline for the June 2010 issue is 7 May. 



SATURDAY 1 MAY 



CAVERSHAM: St Andrew’s Church 
are holding a May be exhibition of 
contemporary art from 3pm - 7pm 
also on 2 and 3 May. All welcome 
and free entrance. Take part by 
bringing a potted plant to place on 
the wall outside the church creating 
‘a line of colour’. 

CHESHAM: Christ Church, 
Waterside HP5 1 PY is holding its 
annual art exhibition including Brian 
Hall’s ‘Stations of the Cross’ set in 
Chesham. Open today and 
tomorrow from 1 1 am - 5pm. Details 
01494 725228. 



MONDAY 3 MAY 



PRESTWOOD: Spirit of Prestwood 
community event on Prestwood 
Common, Nairdwood Lane from 
2pm - 5pm. 



fUESDAY 4 MAY 



READING: St Nicolas Church, 

Earley RG6 7JN at 8pm. Reading 
Vocations Fellowship meeting. ‘My 
first year as a vicar’ by The Revd Neil 
Warwick. Details 01865 208291. 

NR HENLEY: The Mothers’ Union 
Oxford Diocese retreat will be held 
at St Katharine’s, Parmoor until 6 
May. You can stay for the whole time 
or just visit for the day. Details 
01865 726308. 



HURSDAY 6 MAY 



OXFORD: Retired Clergy 
Association meeting in the Priory 
Room, Christ Church Cathedral at 
1 0.30am. Coffee at 1 0.1 5am. 

Details 01865 880210. 

FREELAND: Drop in Quiet Day at 
the Old Parsonage from 1 0am - 
4pm. No booking needed (bring your 
own lunch). 

OXFORD: Come to celebrate Celtic 
Chrisitian Spirituality at Wycliffe Hall 
from 7pm. Michael Mitton will launch 
the new revised edition of his book 



‘Restoring the Woven Cord’. Details 
01865 319700. 



FRIDAY 7 MAY 



OXFORD: Unicom Group Open 
Meeting. All welcome at 1 Canterbury 
Road, North Oxford from 1 2.30pm. 
Coffee provided, bring your own lunch. 
1 pm - 2pm - Dr Betsy Livingstone: 
Midwife to a Dictionary. 

OXFORD: The 25th Eric Symes 
Abbott Memorial Lecture by The Rt 
Revd the Lord Harries of Pentregarth 
FKC - ‘The End of the Permissive 
Society? Towards a Christian 
understanding of the common God.’ At 
Keble College at 5.30pm. Details 020 
7848 2333. 



UNDAY 9 MAY 



GREAT MISSENDEN: St Peter and 
St Paul are serving cream teas from 
3pm - 5pm every Sunday. This 
Sunday there will also be a trio of 
classical guitarists to entertain you. 



fUESDSAY 11 MAY 



OXFORDSHIRE TOUR: The Choir 
of the Church of the Resurrection, 
Mmabathos/Mafikeng, South Africa 
is on tour from 11-17 May. Details 
of venues from 01 869 33901 7. 



EDNESDAY 12 MAY 



MARLOW: All Saints Art and 
Spirituality Group are holding a 
Sculpture workshop from 2pm - 6pm 
in the church hall. Email 
lmsco@btinternet.com for details. 



SATURDAY 15 MAY 



ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD: All 

Saints Church at 8pm. The Darling 
Buds of May concert. Free entry. 

HAMBLEDEN: St Mary the Virigin 
Church at 7.30pm. Orchestra of St 
John Voices will perform music from 
five centuries. Details 01491 
571588. 

BECKLEY: St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm. Concert by the Galliard 
Trio. Details 01 865 351270. 

DEDDINGTON: The Deddington 



Maurice Frost Festival will take place 
at the parish church from 15-16 
May. Begins at 6.30pm on 1 5 May. 
Details of programme from 01 869 
349869 or 01869 338017. 



SUNDAY 16 MAY 



GREAT MISSENDEN: St Peter and 
St Paul Open Garden day from 2pm 
- 6pm. 



MONDAY 17 MAY 



OXFORD: The Council for Christians 
and Jews meeting at 8pm at the 
Oxford Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Road, Oxford. ‘Sharing our festivals 
No II’ Shavout/ 

Pentecost. Speakers: Revd Dr 
Helen-Ann Hartley and Dr David 
Ariel. Details 01 865 343309 . 



WEDNESDAY 19 MAY 



HENLEY-ON-THAMES: A day of 

encouragement for women at 
Highmoor Hall with Lois Cuthbert. 
1 0am - 3.30pm. Details 01 491 
641112. 



FRIDAY 21 MAY 



OXFORD: Unicorn Group Open 
Meeting. All welcome at 1 
Canterbury Road, North Oxford from 
1 2.30pm. Coffee provided, bring 
your own lunch. 1 pm - 2pm -Canon 
Dr Edmund Newell, Cathedral 
Sub-Dean, on Grimm Theology. 

THAME: St Mary’s Church today and 
tomorrow from 1 0am - 6pm and 23 
May from 1 pm - 6pm. ‘Colour my 
World’ flower festival. Also Songs of 
Praise service at 6.30pm on 23 May. 
Details 01 844 213491. 



SUNDAY 23 May 



DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Praise@7 - Informal worship in 
Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. Details 
01865 340007. 



FRIDAY 28 MAY 



FINGEST : Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 



Courses & special events 

Preaching: An intermediate course 
particuarly relevant to LLMs and 
curates. 4, 1 1 May; 1 , 8 June at 
Diocesan Church House. Details 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

Bible and Hermeneutics in Ministry 

(Level 3 course): This advanced 
course is part of the ‘Oxford Brookes 
BA in Theology and Religion’ and is a 
3 day residential couse at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon. 19-21 May. 
Details sheila.townsend 
@oxford.anglican.org 

Sp ritual Direction: If you want to get 



the basic idea of ‘spiritual direction’ 
talked about in your local church and 
would value a bit of help then come to 
our taster workshop on 8 May at 
Douai Abbey, Reading. Details 
ruth.wilson@oxford. 
anglican.org 

Rural Mission Training Course: This 
free training is being offered to small 
parish groups (including the vicar) to 
enable parishes to put on a mission 
(or evangelistic) event in the autumn. 
The course comprises three sessions 
- 8 May, 1 9 June and 1 3 November. 



Details janet.russell@oxford.anglican. 
org or phone 01 865 208296. 

The Well Centre evening lecture: 

‘Making a life or making a living: why 
do I work so hard?’ by Fr Dermot 
Tredget OSB at Douai Abbey from 
6.30pm on 1 9 May. Details 01 1 8 986 
4829. 

The Simeon Trust (promoting the 
spiritual life of the elderly in residential 
homes): Study day on 6 May at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon - The Gold 
Standards Framework: Improving the 
quality of end of life care for elderly 
people in care homes. Details 01865 
877404. 



Sen/ices at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm Wednesday only Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



MELROSE 

BOOKS 



Established 1969 



SEEKS NEW 
MANUSCRIPTS 
IN ALL 
SUBTECTS 

For an appraisal 
contact (Ref:TD) 
StThomas' Place, Ely, 
Cambridgeshire, CB7 4GG 

Phone: 

01353 646608 

Email: 

infoOmel rosebooks.co.uk 



To advertise in 
The Door call 
Roy Perring 
on 01752 225623 



Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of 
Noble Poverty 

“England’s Oldest Almshouse” 

Vacancies for Brothers 

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south ofWinchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which they 
furnish themselves. 

Further information and an application form are 
obtainable from: 

Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees 
St Cross Hospital 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 





Ewnsi 



CATHOLIC TV 



IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

£146 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTIM @ 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 



SCRAPPAGE SCHEME 

DEAL BEATERS 



*v s ^ ^ 




Why save just £2,000, when you can 

Save - £8,483 



With AUTOSAVE 




[til 



SAVE £3,600 



JUST A FEW EXAMPLES.. 



vawr>aiiVKtiai.9aitiiitc»f 
VauMAslia 1.9 Iwiriup Spwl UC 
hxd Focus 1.6 ZeiScs* 

VKT Golf 1.9 TSSSfr 

T.eVfeio 

ALL CARS SHOWN LESS THAN 12 MONTHS OLD WITH REMAINDER 
OF 3 YEAR WARRANTY! 

Kjmgs tfw at ignfNEwLK LhJ Was, Huh cored ri brttf prq fa pea. 



FCUSf MGADEQ 1 J TDD TUMfUM 

Itii fflH-rcifKi 

EHS' 
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£8463 




E20750 


£775-1 


£12999 


£17890 


£6391 


£11499 


£16050 


£3351 


£12699 


£14600 


E27D0 


£11999 



Call: 0845 122 6902 dUtQSaVe 7 ^ 

a vHiaaibiE www.imDsm.MJi* UULUJU1L 
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IkiAur kvUrtr t*. "attains-. I rifl-fr fc, tAm 'J m 



.jjii m-miItt in fcjpA.'i 



























14 



flieDoor MAY 2010 



ADVERTISING FEATURE 

So much id do in the summertime... 




the acoustic gospels 



An evening with 
singer/songwriter 

Graham 

Kendrick 

lealiiring Jut' selu ucuuslic sun^e 



F yfiu p«fir hftarfl Thsma in tie Slraw 
Crucified Mar ir How Wl.zFi Da You Think Veil 
Ara Worth, you will 
kii-.v-* til Ji-airt 
KlmrlrN'k kin 
a. wi io!c ull >j 
sirlntiQ his 
it songs 
ttlST VI! :- K ir 
pauil H.'erhK 
jisHkj iiruJsJiiLJl.iuii m ilt n _■ 

its ctiamcr'-rf. .mrl rlmmar. from tbn finEpris. 
PVTrfflrnwt wirti pass inn by ritn mi wh.i .nuihimi 
them, i lire acoustic, style frat suits them he?.: 
-songs niaka tp <d ™ >/ special concti 



With the arrival of summer, almost 
everyone’s mind turns to days out and 
special events. Churches will be 
planning flower festivals, art exhibi- 
tions and other events. 

Further afield there will be so many places to 
visit and things to do, writes Roy Perring. 

There are many other secular events to attract 
our attention and make demands on our time. 
Country gardens and walks offer a chance to get 
away from the frustrations of day-to-day living and 
relax in a more natural environment. 

Zoos and other attractions featuring animals 
always appeal to Christians of all ages; perhaps 
it’s our early teachings on Noah and his ark. This 
year will probably find the Meerkats at the 
Cotswold Wildlife Park getting plenty of attention 
after the fame that their animated counterparts 
have found on the TV. 

The years have seen the arrival of themed 
parks attracting families by the thousand but there 
is still a strong desire to visit places from the past, 
steeped in history and spirituality. 



Civic Hall on 18th May. 

King's Centre, Oxford becomes the venue on 
22nd May for a major event by the Church 
Mission Society. 

Day 50 offers a celebration of God's mission 
with an address by The Most Rev John Sentamu, 
Archbishop of York and music by the Tribe of 
Judah gospel choir. There will also be drama 
workshops and break-dancing plus reports from 
people who are working in mission across the world. 

Looking towards the summer, July offers another 
opportunity to attend the Life of Christ play at 
Wintershall. Now firmly established the open air 
events in Surrey offer a great day out to see the 
story of Jesus performed by a cast of over 200. 

The first week in August offers the New Wine 
Summer Conference at the Royal Bath and West 
Showground. This is one of the major Christian 
events of the year and relatively close to home in 
Somerset! 

If the weather should take a turn for the worst, 
the south west is full of exhibitions and other 
visitor attractions where you can learn as well as 
have fun. 





& Almshouse 



“The best kept secret 
in Winchester” 



Burford, Oxon OXlS 4JP 
Tel: (01993) 823006 

Mid-way between Oxford & Cheltenham 

www.cotswoldwildliCepark.co.uk 



A beautiful group of medieval buildings 
by the water meadows. 

Church, gift shop and teas. Groups welcome. 

Admission: Adults £3.50 & Seniors £3 Children £1.50 
Open 9.30-5pm (Summertime) Open 10.30 - 3.30 (Wintertime) 
Tel: 01 962 85 1 375 



Tuesday 18 May 7.30pm 
wantage Civic Han 

Tickets 19 from Cornerstone 
10 Saviie Way, Grove. Tel: 01235 772280 
vvww.cornerstonegrove.org.uk/events 



www grabsrnhendridt.ca.uk 



WwbST i ’iu\ 



Describing itself as a beautiful group of 
medieval buildings by the water meadows, a visit 
to the St. Cross Hospital and Almshouse in 
Winchester otters a pleasant day out for all of the 
family. 

The ever popular Graham Kendrick, writer of 
some of the most popular worship material for 
quite some time, provides an evening of 
entertainment and more at the Wantage 



There's always plenty to do in the evenings as 
well with all forms of art and culture to choose 
from highbrow to lowbrow. Our churches very 
often become venues for concerts of classical music. 

Everyone has different ideas on how to spend 
their leisure time, but the important thing is to 
spend it wisely. 

See the rhinos at Cotswold Wildlife Park 









The Winters ft ad Charitable Trust announce their 

Life of CHRIST 

AH OPE H AIR PLAY I H TH REE ACTS 



» WLrU. £ Hi . % 



The greatest story of all time, .3 

movingly recreated by a cast of < ■ 

over 200, authentic detail, 
outstanding quality sound £ music 

will be performed each day 

Tuesday 29th June - Sunday 4th July 2010 
1 0,00am - 4.00pm 

at 

Wintersha.il, Bramley, Surrey 
Off A281, 7 miles south of Guildford 

Booking and d flails from: 

Wintershall Estate Office, Winners hall. Bramley, Surrey BUS OLR 
Tel: 111483 89216/ email: t?oxulfiCE4i : l:uUey yruup.com www.winter3liall-Batate.eom 



COTSWOLD 

Wildlife Park 

and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres oS Parkland 



f* Walk with lemurs 
* Narrow-gauge railway 
* Picnic areas and cafeteria 
■ Childrens Farmyard 
* For full information see website 

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM ioAM EXCEPT isTH DEC 







the Door MAY 2010 



15 



Arts 



Enabling spiritual growth 



by Anne Holmes 



T his is a beautiful, thoughtful and 
moving book. Well crafted and thor- 
oughly researched, it offers a rare 
resource for all those involved in the care, 
upbringing and development of children, 
whether in secular or faith community set- 
tings. 

Following their excellent first book 
Disturbed by Mind and Spirit [Continuum 
2009] , it is again the combined work of an 
Anglican priest and his wife, an experi- 
enced clinical psychologist specialising in 
child and adolescent work. 

This time the focus has moved from 
parish life to a branch of sector ministry, 
school chaplaincy, enhanced by insights 
from their own developing experience of 
parenting. Again there are parallel frame- 
works, namely the Christian rites of bap- 
tism, confirmation and ordination on the 
one hand and the psycho-social stages of 
human development on the other. 

The idea of vocation is brought useful- 
ly into the task of enabling the spiritual 
growth of young people. A core idea is 
that of borderland, the crossing of 
boundaries both literally in the physical 
setting of the Welsh borders and symboli- 
cally in the wilderness times of adoles- 
cence and pilgrimage. 

This is also a timely book. It builds on 
current concerns about what is happen- 
ing to our children and extends that con- 
cern to adolescence. It calls on adults to 
be “willing and mature enough to allow 



Called by Mind and 
Spirit 

Gavin and Joanna 
Knight 

Continuum: £1 4.99 




today’s adolescents the immaturity of their age, 
to enable them to work things out for them- 
selves, and not have a pseudo-responsibility 
thrust upon them” (p.143). 

The authors have the insight and 
humility to reflect on their own spiritual 
journeys. A recurring theme is that of 
metanoia, repentance understood as 
turning round from the mistakes of the 
past with energy for new life and commit- 
ment. Therefore I would recommend this 
book of integrity to people of all ages. 

The Revd Anne Holmes is a pscyhotherapist 
and an member of the clergy at St Nicholas, 
Marston. 




Corking good art 

THREE local artists will be displaying their 
work at St Andrew’s Church, Caversham, 
during the May Bank Holiday. 

The exhibition has been arranged follow- 
ing the success of a similar event, entitled 
Full of Beans, last year. It’s aim is to be a 
contemporary art exhibition in a religious 
space, not a religious art exhibition, but the 
church provides a special and reflective set- 
ting. “We are so lucky to have this beautiful 
church, which is supposed to be here for the 
benefit of the whole community, not just 
regular churchgoers, so it’s been great to be 
able to host such an exciting and interesting 
exhibition,” says the Revd Nigel Jones, vicar. 

There will be a mixture of art, photogra- 
phy, etchings, sculptures, drawings and 
installations as well as interactive pieces. 
There will be a range of activities and events 
throughout the weekend. 

Right is memento II by Bithja Moor. 




Win a book by Desmond Tutu 



In Made For Goodness , Desmond Tutu 
and his daughter Mpho Tutu, explore 
how, though sometimes we act out of 
depravity and despair, we know in our 
hearts we were created to be so much 
more. 

They show how we can find our way 
back to goodness by changing our atti- 
tudes, practising forgiveness and by 
prayer. 

As Archbishop of Capetown at the 
height of the Apartheid regime, Tutu 
saw many shocking and violenct inci- 
dents. The Door has three copies to 



give away in this 
prize draw. To 
stand a chance 
of winning send 
your name and 
address to 
Diocesan Church 
House, North 
Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, 0X2 
ONB, to reach us 
no later than 
Monday 10 May. 



MADE FOR 
GOODNESS 
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CONFERENCE DATE 



1 -7 August 2010 

Royal Bath and West Showground 
Somerset 



Come and enjoy inspiring teaching, spirit-filled worship, 
excellent children’s groups, relaxation, fun and friendshi 
Whether on your own, with your church, with family 
or friends, come and be inspired to change lives, 
communities and the nation? 



* \ 
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To advertise in The Door and reach 
thousands of Christians call Roy Perring 
on 01 752 225623 




The Door 
8c more 



The Door is just one of 
six Anglican 
newspapers published 
by Cornerstone 
Vision. 

The respected papers 
are eagerly awaited at 
churches throughout 
the Diocese. 

With churches as far 
and wide as Dorset 
and Essex, 
Portsmouth and 
Oxford, they reach 
tens of thousands of 
readers every month 
with a combined 
print run of over 
140,000. 

Regularly carrying 
advertising for 
Christian 
organisations, 
charities, local shops, 
holiday providers and 
much more they 
could provide a great 
vehicle for your 
goods or services. 

Advertise in just one 
paper or across the 
group, we’ve got a 
deal that would work 
for you. 
Contact the 
Cornerstone team on 
01752 225623 to see 
how we can help. 





Celebrating 40 years as an Ecumenical 
Foundation Serving the Church of England, 
the Anglican Communion, the Methodist 
Church and Black churches. 



Discover theological education which is mission 
focussed and globally aware, intellectually 
stretching and spiritually nourishing, practical 
and contextual. Our programmes from 
Certificate to PhD are designed for: 

• Ministerial candidates (full and part time) 

• Professional development for ordained and lay 
leaders (including supervision and leadership) 

• Research, Post Graduate Degrees and 
Sabbatical study 

For more information visit our website 
www.queens.ac.uk or contact Rosemary 
Maskell on r.maskell@queens.ac.uk 
Tel: 0121 452 2600 

The Queen's Foundation, 

Somerset Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, B 1 5 2QH 



Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from 10 week* to 1 year) 



NeverEverTheSame f0 m 



Eliei Ministries +44(0)1252 794060 



Study at Sarum College 

in Salisbury's Cathedral Close 




MA degree programmes in 

* Christian Spirituality 

* Christian Liturgy 

Ideal for mature students 

Programme are delivered through intensive 
modules and guided study 

Modules may also be 
taken individually 

Validated by 

JTll TNF UNIVERSITY OF 

WINCHESTER 



For more information phone 474R77 

www.sarum.ac.uk 



4 

Sarum 

College 



L 

r 



To advertise in The Door 
and reach 

thousands of Christians 
call Roy Perring 
on 01752 225623 
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A TIM E TO CONSIDER M ISSION 



From its very beginning the Christian 
church has had a mission to share its 
message of joy and hope, as well as a 
caring mission towards its fellow man. 
Today this tradition continues with 
Christians of all ages joining in with 
various forms of evangelical outreach 
and care for others. 

Opportunities at home and abroad 

There are countless opportunities for volunteers of 
all ages to dedicate time to a whole range of practical 
activities in this country as well as oversees. 

The Gap year is becoming more commonplace with 
people in full time employment as well as with 
students. Popular destinations include the many 
countries needing help in Africa, South America and 
India, although there is much work to be done in the 
major cities in this country. 

All sorts of skills are required abroad from building 
to teaching as well as farming and preaching. Much of 
the work done today has the aim of making the 
recipients of the aid more self sufficient and better to 
cope when the helpers return home. 

Every little bit helps 

Not all of us have a year to set aside and there are 
countless opportunities where it is possible to offer a 
few hours a week to work locally with the many 
agencies helping the disabled, homeless or elderly. 




fun filled, action pochod. undai canvas 

In Beer, Devon; Charmouth, Dorset 
July 31 al - Aug 21 st 
For 1 0-1 7 yr olds Prices from £95 

! nformat r ve Relevant 




Things have changed a little since 
the days of well meaning people 
setting up a charity to look after a 
specific cause and now with greater 
involvement at times from local and 
national authorities there do seem to 
be a few more regulations. 



with computer training just as much as 
someone who makes an amazing 
soup. If you are looking for 
somewhere to offer some time, check 
with your Vicar or other church 
members first, then there's always the 
local library or citizens advice centre. 



Things are getting a little more 
technical and for example a 'helping 
the homeless organisation' is just as 
likely to need someone who can help 




RIPON COLl TGT CUDDF^DON 
■ c OXhOKl> MINISTRY COURSE 



If you find for any reason that you 
feel there isn't a specific opportunity to 
use your skills just remember that most 
mission organisations will be looking 

for someone to help raise 
funds and of course your 
prayer support is vital. 



1 




Full and part-time training for ordination 
in the Church of England 

Open Days: 8 May and October 2010 



A three-year part-time Certificate in 
Theology and Ministry 



s® 5 - % •• cW«£- 

As 
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CENT 
YOUTH MINI! 

JOINING THE 



WesleyColleqe 

* BRISTOL 




Bible teaching for 21 st century 
and World Focus 



Induction Day: 2 October 2010 

u-day Summer School in Biblical Studies 



challenging Practical 

Voulti Office, WEG International „ Bul&lrods, 
Oxford Ftoud. Dtirr^ircta Cum, Bucks SLU dS/. 
I: 01 763 2 7B1 13 e: ycuUh^uh.wQC-mt. org 
www . we M am p 3 •_ a r§ 
flog, xtefoti Charity Noi.r 237005 A SCMJTffl 



5 16 July 201 Q 

For further irifuriiiatiun please sm aur weLiseW at 
www.rcc.dc.uk or contact 
Ripon Celkffc Cudf-dtsdon. Oxford SEX 
tel: OISfii B74. 4*4 

email: enquiries^ [ran-aHidesdon.ac.uk, 



Conferences and Summer Schools 
at St Stephen's House, Oxford 



UNDERSTANDING 

ISLAM 






An introductory course 
for Christians led by 
the Revd Dr David Marshall 
7-10 June 2010 
www.ssho.ox.ac.uk/islam 
01065 613500 



Arguing for Christ Today 

Summer Apologetics Course 
15-17 June 2010 



A Catholic, theological and 
philosophical exploration 

ww w,$sh aox.ac.uk/a pologetics 
01865 61 3500 




ern 

world 



2010/11 Programme 



An Ecumenical 




Courses can be taken 
Full or Part Time with 
residential facilities 

Foundation Degree in 

Mission and Ministry 

BA and MA Degrees in 
Theology and Ministry 



Study Centre 
open to all 

Further details are 
available from: 
Wesley College 
College Park Drive 
Henbury Road 
Bristol BS1 0 7QD 



A range of Short Courses 
that can be combined for an 
HE Certificate or Diploma 
and may be delivered in 
your area. 



Tel 0117 959 1 200 
Fax 01 1 7 950 1 277 

admin@wesley-college- 

bristol.ac.uk 

www.wesley-college- 

bristol.ac.uk 
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Holidays Abroad 



SW FRANCE 

Comfortable, attractive, 
spacious I -bed Gite in 
peaceful rural location 
amongst historical 
Bastide villages with 
local shops and bar 
rosblackbum@meshneLfr 
Tel 0033563 043194 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www. wolsten homes gq uk 



ITALY 

Near Romantic Rome 

Self catering in rural 
tranquillity, sleeps 2-4. 
Wonderful views, historic 
village. Tel: 07836 650834 
villagirasole @ hotmail .com 
www.villettagirasole .com 
DISCOUNTS NOW 



Holidays at Home 



Epiphanq House, Truro 

Gormcsl 

“A haven of peace in a troubled world” 

Epiphany House seeks to provide physical and spiritual space in 
order that an ecumenical ministry of hospitality, Christian outreach, 
pastoral care, education, spiritual formation and guidance can be 
offered. We have comfortable overnight accommodation for up to 
1 6 people, a beautiful chapel and peaceful gardens. Public transport 
links are good and we are centrally placed for exploring the county. 

A few places still available on 

cc !n the Steps of the Cornish Saints ” 

, A Pilgrimage Retreat at Epiphany House 

Saturday 19th June (arriving pm) - 
.Saturday 26th June 20 1 0 (departing am) 
Cost £325 



C fuirch ziJfKxf VaSey 

deluded 
Jog cabins 




[■tb wLLuriie 
Bcadi nearby 
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Dart mouth 



DUVON 

Glorious acroS# 
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SNOWDONIA 
NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside cottage 
in peaceful surroundings - glorious 
views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. Also 2 bedroom 
cottage style bungalow. 

Short Breaks available. 

01341450238 



CORNWALL 

Bramble Cottage, Mousehole 

2 bedroom fisherman s cottage, 
magnificent views from all 
windows over Mousehole 
Harbour, Mounts Bay & The 
lizard Peninsula. On coastal 
path to Lamorna Cove etc 
For brochure 
call 01588 680316 



CYPRUS 



PAPHOS - 3 Bedroom 
ground floor apartment, 
small complex, pool, A/C, 
garden, close to amenities. 

No smokers 



Crispin Bickle: 01980 611372 
crispin.bickle@btinternet.com 
www.crispinbickle.co.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



MENORCA 

Holiday Villa 



High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 



Insurance 




The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 



HAMPTON MANOR 

Cornish Country House Hotel 

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

You still need a break in these turbulent times and we 
are delighted to offer high quality food and accommo- 
dation at an affordable price. 

Discounts for groups and longer stays, but even better value are 
our activity weeks - Painting; Visiting Gardens; Walking 

Please ask for a brochure, programme etc. 

Phone 01 579 370494 or 
email: hamptonmanor@supanet.com 

www.hamptonmanor.GO.uk 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

SUPERB ANNUAL MULTI trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
No Max Age Limit For Single Trip Cover 
max 1 year duration & up tolOk cancellation 
nan For more information and 

TRAVEL 






details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the ESA. 



Christmas Markets on the Danube 

featuring a 6 night Danube River Cruise 

Tour Highlights: Wurzburg > Rothenburg • Nuremberg ■ Regensburg « Passau « Wachau Valley > Vienna 
Hofburg Palace * Vienna Opera House * Christmas Markets 

Price from: £12 79 per perso n 

includes door to door service, 19 meals and all cabins are 
middle deck, outside cabins with french balcony 

Departure Date: 10 December 2010* 
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We are delighted to offer you the 
opportunity to experience the magic 
of the Christmas markets with this 
exceptional tour onboard the wonderful 
m/s Amadeus Diamond or Amadeus 
Classic which cruises the River Danube. 
Enjoy the sights and spectacular scenery 
Hi a leisurely and relaxing pate wilh Lime 
for Christmas shopping and sampling 
the local food and wine. 

All tours are accompanied by an 
experienced Collette Worldwide Tour 
Manager and feature regional dining 
experiences and many meals. 



15 December 2010 

Also included with this tour is a home 
door to door transfer* to London 
Heathrow, special sightseeing trips and 
excursions. 

Tour Inclusions: 



Return scheduled flights from London 
Heathrow, Home door to door transfers. 
Services uf a Collette Tour Manager, 
Many Meals, Sigh I seeing and Excursions 
as detailed in the itinerary and Luggage 
Handling, Exceptionally low single 
supplement. 




For moie information on this exceptional Lout arid for bookings, please Lontact us on 

FREEPHONE 0800 048 1055 

This tour is operated in partnership with Peter Coord and 
Collette Worldwide Holidays. 




COLLETTE 

Worldwide Holidays 
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Letters 




Comment 

by Jack Phillips 



above. The Liberal Democrats plan to 
abolish the top-up fees brought in by the 
Blair government in 2004 - despite the 
2001 Labour manifesto promise of: “We 
have no plans to introduce University top-up 

Privileged to vote f ees ’ an ^ ^ ave to prevent their 

^ intrr 

A s a British citizen, I am fortunate to 
be a part of one the most genuine- 
ly democratic countries in the 
world. To take this for granted would be 



outrageous. 

Across the globe people have fought 
and died for their right to vote and it 
should be seen as both a privilege and a 
duty to do so. Keeping a government 
accountable is vital in ensuring they are 
representing our views and acting in the 
best needs of this nation. 

There is a wonderful phrase: “People 
should not be afraid of their govern- 
ments, governments should be afraid of 
their people.” That is a fundamental dif- 
ference between a democracy and a dic- 
tatorship. For this reason I feel excited 
and honoured to be voting in a general 
election for the first time on 6 May. 

I’m a student, so inevitably the issue of 
Student Loans and Tuition Fees is high 
on the agenda. The Conservatives say 
they plan to cancel debts of students 
obtaining degrees with 2.1 honours and 



introduction. " 

The Lib Dems are well known for their 
opposition to tuition fees, but they can 
afford to be generous with their promis- 
es as they are less likely to have to carry 
them out. However to focus an entire 
election on tuition fees would be short- 
sighted. There are many other important 
issues at stake: how to get this country 
out of recession, spending in the public 
sector and how to tackle climate change. 

In the Bible God seems to provide 
great leaders without resorting to ballots 
and paper. But as a Christian, I care pas- 
sionately about the society I live in, and I 
want to exercise my democratic privilege 
wisely. As a student, I’m lucky enough to 
choose where my vote will count most. I 
will be transferring my vote to my term 
time address, so that I can vote for my 
local MP in Sheffield... who happens to 
be Nick Clegg. And I will be sitting up 
through the night on 6 May watching the 
results unfold. 

Jack Phillips is 19 and a member of St 
John the Baptist, Bodicote. 



Comment 

by Claire Ewbank 

One thing I can do 

T he direction of our world is 
determined by several forces, of 
which politics, government, money 
and power are a few. 

As Christians I believe we should be 
living in the world but not be of the 
world, and in order to do this we must 
take seriously the day-to-day issues of our 
planet, engaging with politics without 
being absorbed by it or forgetting to see 
its significance, with perspective. 

Having said this, it isn’t easy to engage 
with something I know little of (and I 
know others my age feel the same) - 
especially as we are constantly being told 
that the so-called ‘left’ and ‘right’ wing 
parties now have very similar policies and 
no party looks beyond its elected five 
years. 

While I understand why our politicians 
take a short term view it is something 
that I struggle to come to terms with. 

When issues such as global warming 
and population growth are looming on 
our horizon it is blatantly obvious that 



some sustainable steps must be taken, 
and yet apparently this is not what the 
election is about. On top of this, it is 
difficult to really see how my vote is 
going to make a difference, but I recog- 
nize that voting is one thing I can do. 

So, in the same way that I need an 
incentive to revise, I see the election as 
an incentive to get involved in politics. 
The regrettable events of the last 
months, including the recession and the 
expenses scandal, have both increased 
my interest in politics and made me aware 
of how far reaching the 
consequences of such occurrences can be. 

It is hard, when school is your daily life, 
to understand the impact of political 
decisions or changes in the economy on 
our society. However, I would really like 
to have a greater understanding and I 
hope that the manifestos created in the 
coming weeks will help me to make an 
informed decision for my first vote. 

Although I do not pretend to under- 
stand the history of politics or to have a 
solution for any of the problems we face, 
I hope the honesty that Christ teaches us 
will always help me to play the role I 
should play in the world that we live in. 

Claire Ewbank is 18 and a member of St 
Clement's, Oxford. 




Letter 



Church schools good for community 

David Paterson (Letters, April 201 0) calls for a 
debate on the creation of more faith schools. 
We believe that our schools add significantly to 
community cohesion. 

Oxford Diocese has 1 1 2 aided and 1 1 6 
controlled schools: the vast majority admit 
children from their local catchment area as their 
priority. In the last two years we have become 
the sponsors of two academies, both of which 
have maintained the same admissions policy as 
before - taking pupils from their catchment 
area regardless of faith. 

In 2007 the C of E joined all the main faith 
school providers in signing a shared vision for 
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by David Winter 



6 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God - not the result of works, so 
that no one may boast. 9 Ephesians 2: 8,9 

T he lives of John and Charles 
Wesley are celebrated in the 
Church Calendar on May 24th. 
The brothers were sons of the Rector of 
Epworth in Lincolnshire. 

John was born in 1703 and Charles 
four years later. Both eventually became 
students at Christ Church, Oxford, and 
both were ordained in the Church of 
England, a fact recorded on a plaque in 
Christ Church Cathedral, honouring 
them as the ‘founders of the Methodist 
Revival’. The word ‘Methodist’ was a 
nickname given to them by other stu- 
dents because of their ‘methodical’ 
approach to Christian devotion, which 
included weekly communion (then 
quite rare) and daily prayers and Bible 
study. 

John had a chastening experience as a 
missionary in America, including an 
unfortunate and unrequited love affair, 
and returned to England feeling that 
there was a vital element missing in his 
personal faith. He attended a meeting 
in London, at which Luther’s Preface to 
the Epistle to the Romans was read. 
There he had a life-changing experi- 
ence which he described in his journals, 
feeling his heart ‘strangely warmed’, 
and receiving an inward assurance that 
he did trust Christ ‘and Christ alone’, 
for his salvation. From this he became 
convinced that ‘personal, present salva- 
tion’ came only from the grace of God 
received by faith, and that became the 
theme of his preaching for the rest of 
his life. 

An eloquent preacher, he took every 
opportunity to expound this ‘new’ 
insight into the Gospel, although, truth 
to tell, it was as old as Augustine, who 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Competition 

Winners 

Mrs Alison Bayley from Amersham; 
Julia Morgan from Wexham and 
James Glynn from Bodicote were 
the winners of the competition 
featured in the April issue of The 
Door and have all won a copy of 
1 The Good Green Footprint ’ 
published by Lion Hudson. 



& comment 

promoting community cohesion through our 
schools. 

In fact, research published in November 
2009 showed that the average grade awarded 
by OFSTED to secondary faith schools for 
promoting community cohesion was significantly 
better than the average grade awarded to 
community schools. 

Far from being divisive, our church schools 
aim to serve and to reflect the areas where they 
are located. We are proud of our church 
schools and the Diocese will continue to 
support them in offering an inclusive education 
and promoting social cohesion in those 
areas. 

Leslie Stephen, Director of Education 
for the Diocese of Oxford. 

himself found it in the same Epistle. 
Many pulpits of the Established Church 
were closed to him, his views being 
regarded as dangerously ‘enthusiastic’, 
but in hired meeting rooms and eventu- 
ally in the open air, and parish churches 
which welcomed him, he preached to 
hundreds of thousands of people. 

While robustly denying that it was his 
intention to create a new denomination, 
Wesley encouraged the formation of 
‘classes’ where the Bible was studied 
and the doctrines of faith were 
expounded. These groups proudly took 
the name ‘Methodist’. Most of them, 
however, like John and Charles, 
remained for a long while loyal commu- 
nicants of the Church of England. 

Charles had a similar conversion expe- 
rience the year after his brother, but was 
at heart more of a traditionalist. While 
he joined in the preaching, his main 
contribution to the fledgling movement 
was writing hymns - hundreds of them. 
Today, 250 years later, his hymns are 
found in the hymnody of the world-wide 
Church, from the Salvation Army to the 
Roman Catholics. 

Eventually the split between the 
Wesleyan Methodists and the Church of 
England took place when John 
ordained presbyters for overseas 
Methodist missions, having failed to per- 
suade the Bishop of London to do so. 
Charles, however, in his own words, 

‘lived and died a priest of the Church of 
England’. The Wesley brothers’ message 
- preached or sung - had a lasting 
impact on the whole Church. Few 
Christian communities globally have 
not been influenced by the preaching of 
the older Wesley and the hymns of the 
younger one. 

Canon David Winter is a farmer Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a 
broadcaster and author of many books. 

Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Philip Mann will take up post as 
Associate Minister at Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer; The Revd Caroline Kramer will 
take up post as Curate (Associate Vicar) at 
Wokingham All Saints; The Revd Graham 
Waterson will take up post of House for 
Duty in the Thame Team Ministry; The Revd 
Brian Hyder-Smith will take up post of 
House for Duty in Ironstone; The Revd 
Canon Adrian Daffem will take up post as 
Team Rector in the Blenheim Team 
Ministry; The Revd MaryCrameri will retire 
from her House for Duty post in the Chase 
Benefice; The Revd Pete Steele has 
resigned from his post as Rector of 
Aldermaston and Woolhampton and Area 
Dean of Bradfield Deanery. 
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The Revd Bob Atkins tells 
Jo Duckies about balancing 
the books for the Met while 
serving as an Assistant Priest 
in Bicester. 

T his time last year, Bob, 60, 
was planning to retire from 
accountancy. But when he 
saw the job of Treasurer for 
the Metropolitan Police 
advertised, he says he just had to go for 
it. 

“It’s the top job in my field,” he says. 
Now, far from enjoying a relaxing retire- 
ment, Bob takes the 6.53am train from 
Bicester to London to head for his 
offices in Scotland Yard each day. There 
he works as Treasurer for the 
Metropolitan Police Authority, scrutinis- 
ing how the authority spends its £3.5bn 
budget on everything from paper clips 
to helicopters. 

Although he doesn’t get back into 
Bicester until about 7.30pm, he says his 
wife Sherry jokes that she sees more of 
him than before. “I haven’t got any ener- 
gy to do anything else. I sit down and 
watch television with her,” he says. 

I walked in to St Edburg’s to interview 
Bob just as he was coming to the end of 
a Saturday morning Mass for 
Walsingham. We chatted in the 900-year- 
old Norman church that is currently 
undergoing a £lm upgrade. 

7 started to feel over a year 
or two that I wanted to do 
something else ... 5 

Bob’s career began in local govern- 
ment in Camden and has taken him 
from London to Fenland, Portsmouth 
and Wiltshire, Buckinghamshire County 
Council and eventually Thames Valley 
Police, a force that covers Oxfordshire, 



Accounting for the police 



Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. He 
became Deputy Treasurer of the Thames 
Valley Police Authority in 1993 and was 
promoted to Treasurer in 2003. 

At the same time, he was on a faith 
journey. “I was always a closet Christian. 

I was baptised as a child but hadn’t been 
going to church. When my son joined a 
church choir in Wiltshire, I went along 
to support him. The vicar noticed I’d 
been going regularly and asked if I had 
thought about getting confirmed. I felt I 
didn’t know enough about the Church 
of England or the Christian faith.” The 
vicar told him that was fine and invited 
him to take confirmation classes. He was 
confirmed in 1990. 

c You bring in your 
Christian philosophy to 
whatever you are doing. ’ 



When he moved to Bicester, he joined 
the choir at St Edburg’s with his son as 
well as becoming part of the serving 
team. “I started to feel over a year or two 
that I wanted to do something else but I 
wasn’t clear what. I went to a vocations 
day and talked to the priest here, and 
came to the conclusion that it was prob- 
ably non stipendiary ministry,” he says. 
Bob went through the selection process 
for ordination as he was completing a 
degree in social sciences and economics. 
He joined the Oxford Ministry Course 
and was ordained in 1997. 

“It was a gradual process and after- 
wards I could see the links and the cross 
roads where I made particular choices 
and they all made sense,” says Bob, who 
keeps his two roles in separate boxes. 
“I’m a senior manager at work and there 




could be a conflict if I was seen as some- 
one’s priest. At the same time people 
know I’m a priest. It pervades your life. 
You bring in your Christian philosophy 
to whatever you are doing, whether it’s 
simply trying to do the best you can as a 
manager, it just is what you are, even if 
it’s not that overt.” 

He knows that his job is a key one in 
the current financial climate, and as 
London Mayor, Boris Johnson sets multi 
million pound savings targets. “The 
problem at the moment is that because 
there is an election looming I don’t 
know what the figures are going to be. 
People are working on the basis of what 
they think might happen. Whatever hap- 
pens could have a significant effect on 
the public sector as we go forward and 
will mean we will have to look seriously 
at delivering things in a different way,” 
he says. 



priest with his demanding full-time job? 
“I’ve slowed down a bit since we had an 
interregnum, when there were two of us 
covering five churches across the area,” 
he says. He used to be a keen cricketer, 
but now watches sport from his arm 
chair. 

Bob is married to Sheridan and the cou- 
ple have four grown up children. 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk* 

By appointment only {©} 




We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.oift.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842.582 
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To advertise in The Door 
call Roy Perring 
on 01752 225623 



POVERSl 




A unique 
publication aimed 
at mature 
readers who 
are young 
at heart. 
Don't miss it ! 



magazine 




Available to Download now FREE at... 

www.over65magazine.co.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www. tay lo rsof oxf o rd.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
•Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



Did you know it is a British Standard 
requirement that all Lightning Protection 
Systems are tested annually? 
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WE CAN HELP? 


^ PROTECTION 


Site recommendations and quotations provided. 
Other services include Gutter an Roof repairs. 


BS 6651 : 1999 / BS 7430 


Call 07798 751051 or 01455 208229, www.barsbylightning.com 







